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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLETO TIMOTHY
Written AD 65 or 66

I1TIMOTHY 1

Divine Author: God the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16)

Human Author: Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

Purpose: To encourage Timothy to combat heresy in Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3, 18;
4:12-16), and to instruct him how to behave in the House of the Lord
(3:15)

Background: Acts 20:28-31

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Savior, and
Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;

1:1. Only since 1726, has the church called some of Paul’s writing's, The Pastora Epistles (1
Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus). Paul Anton is the first person to use this term as Paul instructs
Timothy on how to conduct his behavior in the care, and oversight of the local church. Titusis
also a pastora epistle. 2 Timothy is more of a personal epistle. All of the epistles were expected
to be read in all the churches, for the truth of God is for al believers, and not just for a select
few.

1:1. Paul, an apostle. Timothy knew that Paul was an apostle, and so did the church at Ephesus.
What Paul is doing, is establishing his authority. He wants Timothy to pay close attention to
what he has to say.

1:1 by the commandment of God. The idea of the freedom of the will was not an issue with Paul.
This is an issue with many Arminians, and with secularist, but it is not an issue to those who
embrace the doctrines of God. God is sovereign. He controls our hearts, our minds, and our wills.
With Augustine we say, “"Grant what thou commandest, and then command what thou wilt"
(Bishop of Hippo, 354-430). It was the will of God that Paul be an apostle, and so God
commanded what He willed.

1:1. God our Savior. It is God the Father who is the Author of our salvation. It is the Lord Jesus
Christ who is the believer’s hope, based on His redemptive work at Calvary. It is the Holy Spirit
who regenerates the unbeliever’s heart, thereby applying what the Father planned, and the Son
has executed.

1:1. God our Savior. In none of his other epistles did Paul refer to God as “ Savior”. Perhaps he
did so here because the Romans were calling other men, savior.




Roman “ Saviors’

e Scipo A Roman general was called, “Our hope and our salvation”.
e Aescapulus The god of healing was referred to as “ god of salvation, savior”.
e Nero On copper coins Nero had printed an image of himself, with the
inscription
“God and Savior”.

1:1. God our Savior. “F.W. Borum in one of his books speaks of a man who was an unbeliever,
whose name was Rushworth. He had been a skeptic al his life. Finally, he resolved to read for
an hour a day the book that he had so long derided. As he was reading along, he looked up, and
spoke to his wife and said, ‘Wife, if this book is right, we are all wrong.” He continued to read.
A few days later he looked at his wife and he said, ‘Wife, if this book is right we are lost.” And
then afew days later he looked up to hiswife and he said, ‘Wife, if this book is right, we may be
saved.” And he was saved by God our Savior. So the apostle stresses that” (S. Lewis Johnson).

1:1. Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope. Thisisagreat title for Christ. He is our hope. Psalms 5
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me? Hope in God: for |
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

“My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly trust in Jesus Name.

On Christ the solid Rock | stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness seems to hide His face,
| rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the vell.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,
Hethenisall my Hope and Stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may | then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.”

Edward Mote, c. 1834




Hopein Difficult Days

Despite wars and the rumors of war, despite economic chaos in the economies of the world,
despite the threat of a nuclear holocaust by North Korea in April, 2013, there is hope, in Jesus
Christ our Lord. There have been other dark days in history. Tacitus wrote of the terrible
conditions of the world during his time in history, "I am entering upon the history of a period
rich in disaster, doomy with wars, rent with seditions, nay savage in it's very hours of peace.
Four emperors perished by the sword. There were three civil wars. There were more with
foreigners and some had the character of both at once. Rome wasted by fires, its oldest temples
burned, the very capital set in flames by Roman hands, the defilement of sacred rights, adultery
in high places, the see crowded with exiles, island rocks drenched with murder. Y et wilder was
the frenzy in Rome, nobility, wealth, the refusal of office, it's acceptance, everything was a crime
and virtue was the surest way to ruin." The Christian looks at history, past and present, and says,
“The Lord Jesus Christ ismy Hope.” The Christian has hope in life and hope in death.

2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

1:2. Timothy. Paul addresses this epistle to a young man named Timothy, who had been
converted through the preaching of the apostle. Timothy was from the city of Lystra (Acts 16:1),
aprovidence of Asia, which is now Turkey.

1:2. Grace, mercy, and peace. Here are three great words of redemption. The Christian has been
given anew vocabulary.
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1:2. son. genuine child. Greek, tekto, means, “to beget”; teknon is someone who has begotten a
child. By using the word son, Paul emphasizes Timothy’s position in his heart as his “own son”,
meaning that Timothy became his spiritual child. Paul met Timothy during his First Missionary
Journey. One goal of every Christian should be to have spiritual children, and grandchildren, in
the faith. The heart of young Timothy was open to receiving the gospel because, though his
father was a Greek, his mother, Eunice, was a Jewish believer. His grandmother, Lois, was also a
believer (2 Timothy 1:5). Despite his youth, Paul realized Timothy’s gift as a pastor, and
minister of the gospel (2 Timothy 1:16). In the providence of God, Timothy became a valuable
assistant to Paul. Wanting to give no offense to the Jews he was seeking to minister to, Paul
circumcised Timothy (Acts 16:3).

Timothy was with Paul during his Second Missionary Journey. Leaving Lystra and Derbe,
Timothy traveled with his spiritual father throughout Asia Minor, and on into Macedonia. In
Berea, Timothy stayed with Silas to minister the Word (Acts 17:10-15). Later, both Timothy and
Silas reunited with Paul in the city of Corinth.

Timothy also went with Paul on the Third Missionary Journey. He was with Paul in Ephesus.
Timothy is called Paul’s helper (Acts 19:22). As ahelper, Timothy was sent out on a missionary
ministry of his own with another disciple, Erastus. The two went to Macedonia. Later, Paul
established Timothy as the pastor at Ephesus.




Later, when Paul wasin his first Roman imprisonment, Timothy was with him (Philippians 2:19-
23).

No Other Doctrine

3 As | besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when | went into Macedonia, that
thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

1:3. Having left Timothy in Ephesus and moved on to Macedoniain northern Greece, Paul writes
to him.

1:3. As | besought thee. Paul might have commanded, or demanded, but ever the gracious
person, Paul ssmply pleaded with Timothy.

Timothy: A Partner with Paul in Ministry

e My Fellow Worker Romans 16:21; 1 Thessalonians 3:2

e Our Brother 2 Corinthians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:2;
Philemon 1:1; Hebrews 12:23

e Servant of Jesus Christ Philippian 1:1

1:3. Macedoniaisin northern Greece.

1:3. charge. instruct. Timothy was an apostolic legate, or Paul’ s representative. Neither Timothy
nor Titus were local pastors, as that term is understood today.

1:3. no other doctrine. Paul did not want Timothy to teach novelties. It is dangerous to teach
something contrary to the historic Christian faith. There is atendency in human nature to become
bored with the historic faith and have an “eureka” moment, resulting in new teachings which are
contrary to the faith, and which other Christians have never heard of. Jude 3 Beloved, when |
gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto
you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints.

The prohibition against novelties is different from those times in the Christian church when a
great biblical doctrine comes with freshness, and a new significance. In the fourth century, when
Augustine rediscovered the doctrine of grace, it was a special moment for the church. When the
Reformation came in October, 1517, the church was blessed. But the doctrines renewed were not
novelties.

Forbidden Novelties

4 Neither give heed to fables and endless geneal ogies, which minister questions,
rather than godly edifying which isin faith: so do.




1:4. It is possible to hold Christianity in the wrong kind of spirit.

Characteristics of Heresy

e Speculativeintellectualism 1 Timothy 1:4; 6:4; Titus 3:9
e Intellectua pride 1 Timothy 6:4

e Asceticism 1 Timothy4:4-5; Titus 1:15

e |Immorality 2 Timothy 3:6; 4:3; Titus 1:16
o Greed Titus 1:11

e Argumentativeness 1 Timothy 6:20; Titus 3:9

e Legalism (based on the Law) 1 Timothy 1:6-7

e Falseteaching 2 Timothy 2:17-18

Gnosticism, a philosophy of knowledge, was characterized by these traits of heresy. The
Gnostics believed that matter was eternal. Not only was God eternal, but matter was eternal. This
set up the concept of dualism.

According to Gnosticism, matter was evil. It was eternal, and it was evil. Therefore, the Gnostics
reasoned, there must be aeons, or emanations, which proceeded out of the holy God in heaven,
much like concentric circles are formed by throwing a pebble in the water.

This presuppositional reasoning led the Gnostics to think that Jesus Christ was one of the aeons,
for each aeon had a name, and each aeon had a biography, and thus a genealogy. For the
Gnostics, the real key to salvation was to know the aeons, these divine emanations, these demi-
urges, and their biography, and their genealogies, and through this knowledge come to know
truth. So there were much speculation, and endless arguments, over genealogies and their
significance. All of this produced a spiritual elite for those who proclaimed to understand.

In their arrogance, the Gnostics divided individuas into categories. There was the natural man, a
reference to the person who did not understand what the Gnostics were trying to say, and there
was the spiritual man. The spiritual man was the one who embraced the teachings of the
Gnostics.

This twofold division finds a counterpart in Paul’s teaching about the Natural Man, and the
Spiritual Man of Romans 7.

The Gnostics also had no place for genuine holiness of life, or the cross of Jesus Christ. In this,
they were quite different from those in the Christian community.

Characteristics of a Christian

e A lover of the Lord Jesus Christ
e A concern for holiness of life
e An appreciation for the Cross of Calvary




Oswald Chambers said, "All heaven is interested in the cross of Christ. All hell isterribly afraid
of it, while men are the only beings who more or less ignore it." The Christian does not ignore
the Cross.

1:4. fables. Greek (pvboo, muthos, “myth”), referring to atale, afiction (study Judges 9:8-15; 2
Kings 14:9). In the New Testament, the term fable is used to speak of a falsehood, or a cleverly
devised tale. 1 Timothy 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives fables, and exercise thyself rather
unto godliness. 2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. Titus 1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that
turn from the truth.

Modern Day Novelties
Christian Science
Dispensatialism
Scientology
The New Age Movement
Hare Krishna etc.

1:4. minister. render.
1:4. questions endless specualations.

1:4. edifying. The Greek word hereis “dispensation” (o1kovopta oikonomia (oy-kon-om-e€'-ah),
referring to the administration (of a household or estate); specifically, a (religious) "economy".
What Paul is saying is that religious fables, and striving over genealogies promote controversy,
rather than God’ s purpose in redemption, and God’s saving plan in faith.

The Purpose of Paul’s Charge

5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good
conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

1:5. Now the end. The goa of the charge to Timothy not to teach anyone fables, or myths, is
love. Sometimes love must express itself in a gospel rebuke. Timothy is to rebuke false teachers
because of godly love for the truth and for the church. All biblical doctrine will lead to Christian
love, the sacrificia kind of love which isillustrated in the heart of God, by the giving of His Son.
2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

1:5. out of a pure heart. Jesus said, Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God.

1:5. agood conscience. When a person is able to examine their life without feeling guilty, that is
agood conscience.

1:5. faith unfeigned. This refers to a faith which is unhypocritical. There is an authentic faith.
There is a Christian faith that works through love. Dr. S. Lewis Johnson provides his expanded
trangation of this verse saying,




"Timothy, I'm give you this charge, not simply that you shall slay the false teachers, but that out
of your exhortation and charges there should come true Christian love, which incidentally, can
only come through, of course, good teaching of the word of God."

TheFinal Fate of the False Teachers

6 From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;

1.6. swerved. Greek, (a’otoye’om astocheo), to miss the mark, i.e. (figuratively) deviate from
truth. Thisword meansto fail. The false teachers have failed to lead people to the truth of God.

1:6. vain jangling. A reference to empty babble, meaningless random talk. This is true of most
false teaching and liberal theology. It is very difficult to comprehend what is trying to be said.
Thereisalot of words, but no real sense.

7 Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor
whereof they affirm.

1:7. desiring.
Characteristics of the Mind of the Heretics
and theMind of the Christian Thinker
TheHeretic The Christian Thinker
e A desirefor novelty A desireto present adivinely historic faith
e Exaltation of theintellect Appealsto the mind and emotions
e Enjoysargument more than action Is adoer of the Word of God and a hearer
e Arrogance Has a good conscience and a pure heart
e Dogmatic and unteachable Always learning, always reforming

The Place of theLaw in the Life of the Believer
1Timothy 1:8-11

8 But we know that the law isgood, if aman useit lawfully;

1:8. the law is good. Martin Luther believed the Law of God as expressed in the Old Testament,
was useful politically. The Law could help establish secular righteousness. The principles of
government found in the Law are useful for national, state, and local governments to help
organize and regulate society. A second use of the Law was to bring individuals to Christ by the
convicting ministry the Law contained. This theologica usage of the Law brought individuals to
a knowledge of sin. Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. Luther believed the Law was to be
preached, first and then the gospel.
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A third use of the Law was introduced by John Calvin, and other Reformers called the normative
use of the Law. The thought is that the Law not only guides civil and political government, not
only does it bring conviction of sin, but the Law is to be a normative guide for Christians who
have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In particular, the Ten Commandments must guide Christian
conduct. The Reformers conceded that the Christian is not to be under the Law, especially those
social and ceremonia provisions of the Law, the Moral code laid down eterna principles of
conduct for Christian living.

The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:2-17
NKJV

1% Commandment. | am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me.

2" Commandment. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;
you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My Commandments.

3"Y Commandment. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless who takes His hame in vain.

4™ Commandment. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do
all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no
work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor
your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.

5™ Commandment. Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the
land which the Lord your God is giving you.

6™ Commandment. You shall not murder.

7™ Commandment. You shall not commit adultery.

8" Commandment. You shall not steal.

9th Commandment. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10" Commandment. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your

neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor's.
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1:8. if aman useit lawfully. It is possible to use the law in an unlawful manner. For example, if |
were to teach that a person is saved by keeping the Law, that would be using the Law unlawfully.

1:8. if aman useit lawfully. The apostle teaches there is alawful use of the law. The challengeis
to reconcile this concept with what Paul wrote to the church of Rome where he teaches that
Christians are not under the law, but under grace. Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion
over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. In Romans 7 Paul teaches the same
truth, we who have died with respect to the Law, live in a new sphere of life being guided by the
Holy Spirit. Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we
were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

The question remains. What is the lawful use of the Law? One proper use of the Law is to
remind everyone of the holiness and righteousness of God. Both the Tabernacle, and then the
Temple, stressed the holiness and righteousness of the Lord. Second, the Law is used to remind
the believer to be holy, for God is holy. A spiritua life thus fulfills the righteousness of the Law
as holiness is produced in the believer. Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. If we are constantly breaking the
Ten Commandments, then that is atestimony that we are not being led by the Holy Spirit.

9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the ungodly [godless] and for sinners, for unholy and profane,
for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

1:9. is not made. is not valid. Notice, the text says that the Law was made. The Mosaic Law was
made several hundred years after God made His covenant with Abraham. Why was the Law
made?

The Law was preparatory. The answer is that the Abrahamic Covenant was a Covenant of grace
and blessing. It did not emphasize sin. Therefore, at Mt. Sinai, God made the Law in order to
convict individuals of sinin order to lead people to repentance, and prepare them for the coming
of the Redeemer, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Law was provisional. After the death of Christ, God tore the curtain in the Temple in two
and did away with the whole ceremonial system, allowing man to have direct access into the
Holy of Holies, into direct fellowship with Himself. Halleluiah! What a Savior!

So the Law did not disannul the Abrahamic Covenant (Galatians 3:11-19), nor was the Law
meant to be permanent. With the coming of Christ the Law was done away with, because the
Holy Spirit was given to take the place of the Law to guide the life of the believer. This guidance
by the Holy Spirit allows the believer to operate under a “higher law”, the law of the life of the
Spirit in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:2).

The Law was a unity. If a person broke one part of the law, he broke it all. James 2:10 For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, heis guilty of all.
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The Law was never intended to be used as a basis of salvation. Galatians 2:21 | do not frustrate
the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ isdead in vain.

Five Reasonswhy God Gavethe Law

e (God gavethe Law in order to give the knowledge of sin. Galatians 3:19; Romans 3:20

e God gavethe Law to stimulate sin. Romans 7:9-13

e God gavethe Law torestrain sin. Exodus 20:1-10

e God gavethe Law to revead the evil nature of sin. Romans 7:13

e God gavethe Law so that grace might more abound. Romans 5:20

e God gave the Law to make men guilty. Romans 3:19
(i.e, liable to judgment; liable to punishment)

e (God gavethe Law to bring individuals to Christ. Galatians 3:24
(schoolmaster, atemporary trusted Greek slave)

e (God gavethe Law as apreview of good things to come. Hebrews 10:1

(the sacrifice of Christ, His priesthood, heaven, etc.)

1:9. the law is not made for a righteous man. In Pauline theology a “righteous man” was a “just
man”, and that in turn referred to ajustified man. A justified man was one that has acknowledged
sin, and has turned by faith to rely upon the Lord Jesus Christ and the saving work of Calvary.
The righteous man is the one who has a right standing before God.

By way of application, you can be a righteous man or woman in the sight of God. This does not
mean thereisno sin, but it does mean that the penalty for sin has been paid for by the Lord Jesus,
so that legaly, in the sight of the Law, you are justified, you are declared righteous before God.
The righteousness of Christ has been imputed to your account.

1:9. ungodly. godless.

10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for men
steders, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine;

1:9-10. Paul describes the unjustified man. Jesus said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits’
(Matthew 7:16), and so says Paul.
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TheLaw isMadefor the Following

Sins Against God

Sins Against Commandments One through Four
The lawless
The disobedient
The ungodly [godless]
Sinners
The unholy
The profane

Sins Against the Fifth Commandment
e Murderers of fathers
e Murderers of mothers

Sin Against the Sixth Commandment
e Mandayers

Sins Against the Seventh Commandment

e Whoremongers [fornicators]
e Thosethat defile themselves with mankind [homosexual S|

Sin Against the Eighth Commandment
e Men stealers[slave traders of kidnapped victims]

Sins Against the Ninth Commandment
e Liars
e Perjured persons

e Any other thing that is contrary [opposed] to sound doctrine

1:10. sound doctrine. This word in the Greek text means, “healthy, wholesome.” (Study 2
Timothy 4:3; Titus 1:9; Titus 2:1). Paul had a strong concept of the perseverance of the saints.
He believed that the saints would not act like an unjustified person.

A Practical and Pastoral
Word of Warning

“Many of you probably have people in your family who have made professions of faith, and
you've wondered about them. Do not take the view that they are Christians who have
backslidden if their departure from the faith has persisted over a long period of time, and their
lives are characterized by disobedience to Scripture. It is much safer to take the view that their
decision was not a genuine decision, and therefore, you may exhort them to be saved, to get
saved, beforeit'stoo late” (S. Lewis Johnson).
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11 According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to
my trust.

1:11. According to the glorious gospel. The gospel is very glorious for it tells us of the Lord
Jesus Christ. And it is glorious because it tells us about the blessed God.

“Tell methe story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word.
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.

Tell how the angelsin chorus,
Sang as they welcomed His birth.
“Glory to God in the highest!
Peace and good tidings to earth.”

Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word.
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.

Fasting alone in the desert,
Tell of the days that are past.
How for our sins He was tempted,
Y et was triumphant at last.

Tell of the years of Hislabor,
Tell of the sorrow He bore.
He was despised and afflicted,
Homeless, regjected and poor.

Tell of the cross where they nailed Him,
Writhing in anguish and pain.
Tell of the grave where they laid Him,
Tell how Heliveth again.

Lovein that story so tender,
Clearer than ever | see.
Stay, let me weep while you whisper,
Love paid the ransom for me.”

Fanny Crosby, 1880
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Abounding Graceto the Chief of Sinners
1 Timothy 1:12-20

12 And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted
me faithful, putting me into the ministry;

1:12. enabled. made me able.

1:12. putting me into the ministry. By putting Paul into the ministry, the apostle became an
example of the gifts God gives to the church.

Four Giftsof God for the People of God
Ephesians 4:11-12

And he gave some, apostles,
and some, prophets;

and some, evangelists;

and some, pastors and teachers;

Three Reasonsfor the Gifts of God
e For the perfecting of the saints,
e for thework of the ministry,
o for the edifying of the body of Christ:

“Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, al creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

Thomas Ken, 1674

1:12. putting me into the ministry. The meaning here is that the Lord appointed Paul to spiritual
service. In fact, every person who names the name of Christ has been appointed to spiritual
service as abeliever priest. Moreover, every Christian has been assigned, by God the Holy Spirit,
aspiritual gift to use in spiritua serve (1 Corinthians 12;11). The nine gifts of the Spirit and the
nine fruits of the Spirit enhance Christian ministry.

Nine Gifts of the Spirit The Nine Fruit of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 Galatians 5:22-23

e TheWord of Wisdom Love

e TheWord of Knowledge Joy

e TheGift of Faith Peace

e The Gifts of Healing Longsuffering

e TheWorking of Miracles Gentleness
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The Gift of Prophecy Goodness
The Gift of Discerning of the Spirits Faith

The Gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues Meekness
The Gift of the Interpretation of Tongues Temperance

Five Exhortationsto Use
All Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 14:39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with
tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may
prophesy.

1 Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.

1 Timothy 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore | put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, whichis
in thee by the putting on of my hands.

The First Reason for Obtaining Mercy
1Timothy 1:13

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but | obtained

mercy, because | did it ignorantly in unbelief.

1.13. injurious. insulting with violence.

The Sins of Paul

Blasphemy 1 Timothy 1:13
A Persecutor 1 Timothy 1:13
Assessor to Murder Acts 7:58
Injurious Acts 8:3-4; 9:1-2
Inordinate Anger Acts 15:37-40

Covetous Romans 7:7-9
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1:13. | obtained mercy. The heart must see that salvation is of the Lord. A mother once
approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had
committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death. "But | don't ask for justice,” the
mother explained. "I plead for mercy."

"But your son does not deserve mercy,” Napoleon replied. "Sir," the woman cried, "it would not
be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is dl | ask for." "Wéll, then," the emperor said, "I will
have mercy." And he spared the woman's son (Luis Palau, Experiencing God's Forgiveness,
Multnomah Press, 1984).

1:13. in unbelief. From a human perspective, Paul believed God's grace was shown to him in
part, because what he did against the church was done ignorantly and in unbelief. From a divine
perspective, Paul obtained mercy because he was a chosen vessel. Acts 9:15 But the Lord said
unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles,
and kings, and the children of Isradl:

1:13. | did it ignorantly. Paul saysthat he did not willfully sin against gospel light, though he was
sinning. Paul sincerely thought he was doing God's work in fighting against the church. The
words of the Lord at Calvary come to mind when Jesus prayed for those who were killing Him.
Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them [let them go]; for they know not what they do.
And they parted his raiment, and cast |ots.

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which
isin Christ Jesus.

15 Thisis afaithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief.

1:15 Christ did not come to save all people of al sin, or all would be saved. Many people, such
as Judas Iscariot, do not go to heaven, but to their own place (Acts 1:25). Therefore the scope of
the atonement is of necessity restricted to those souls that will ultimately, and finally, be saved.

Five Faithful Sayings

e 1 Timothy 1:15 Concerning the saving of sinners

e 1Timothy 3:1 Concerning pastoral service

e 1 Timothy 4:9 Concerning persona suffering

e 2Timothy 2:11 Concerning the Christian’s secret to living
e Titus3:8 Concerning authentic sanctification

1:15. | am chief. the worst. This expression of the apostle’s humility and what he understood
about himself, is not to be minimized. He was a great sinner, but found in Christ agreat Savior.
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“Jesus, what didst Thou find in me
That thou hast dealt so lovingly?
How great the joy that Thou hast brought,
So far exceeding hope or thought!
Jesus, my Lord, | Thee adore;

O make me love Thee more and more.”

The Presbyterian Hymnal, 1895

The Second Reason for Obtaining Mercy
1Timothy 1:16

16 Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
shew forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe
on himto life everlasting.

1:16. | obtained mercy. Salvation is what God has done for us, not what we do for God.

1:16. pattern. The word speaks of an active display whereby something is going on. Paul’s life
shows the long-suffering of God.

Paul’ s Doxology

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1:17. God is invisible. He cannot be seen except through the person of Jesus Christ, who is the
image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15). No idol can sufficiently convey the true nature and
image of God. The incarnation is a necessity, for there to be atrue image of God.

1:17. wise God. Not all of the ancient Greek manuscripts have the word, “wise’. The text reads,
“the only God.” There is not a god of the Muslim, and a god of the Hindus. The only God is the
God of Scriptures. When people say, “| believe in God,” the proper response is, “Which God?
The only God? The God of the Scripture?”’

Four Divine Attributes

God is Eterna
God is Immortd
God isInvisible
God isWise
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Waging a Good Warfare

18 This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

1:18. charge. command.

1:18. which went before. which were made long ago. The reference refers to those predictions
given by the prophets when Timothy was, in the beginning, given guidance with reference to his
future service, in connection with the apostle (S. Lewis Johnson).

1:18. according to the prophecies. In the early church there were prophets. Are there prophets
today? Thisis the question the church must answer today, for many individuals arise to give new
revelation.

19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away
concerning faith have made shipwreck:

1:19. Hold faith. The way Timothy could hold to faith was by having confidence in God and by
believing the revealed truth

20 Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom | have delivered unto Satan
[by excommunication or by apostolic authority, [Matt. 18:18], that they may learn
not to blaspheme.
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ITIMOTHY 2
A Manue of Church Order
Concerning
Supplications, Prayers, and I ntercessions

1 Timothy 2:1-3:16

1 | exhort therefore, that, first of al, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for al men;

2:1. | exhort. The apostle Paul was a great believer of structure. His exhortations form the basis
for aManuel of Church Order. 1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

2:1. first. most importantly.

Basic Bible Doctrinesin 1 Timothy 2

e Doctrine of the Local Church 1 Timothy 2:1-3:16

e Doctrine of the Christian and the State 1 Timothy 2:1-2

e Doctrine of Monotheism 1 Timothy 2:5

e Doctrine of Salvation and Sanctification 1 Timothy 2:4

e Doctrine of Faith and Reason 1 Timothy 2:4

e Doctrine of the Mediation of Jesus Christ 1 Timothy 2:5

e Doctrine of the Atonement: Voluntary, Substitutional, Penal 1 Timothy 2:6

e Doctrine of the Atonement: Its Design 1 Timothy 2:4, 6

e Doctrine of the Atonement: What Should be Preached 1 Timothy 2:6,7
Four Obligationsof Christiansfor All Men

e Supplications Prayer directed toward some specific need

o Prayers Prayer in worship for it is directed toward God

e Intercessions Prayer of intercession with a petition before aking

e Giving of thanks Prayer of appreciation

Does“All” Mean “All”?

2:1. all men. The word “al” refersto “all without distinction”, not “all men without exception”.
A universal expression must be understood in context. Paul is talking about classes, or groups of
men, whether bond or free, Jew or Gentile, kings or peasants.

e Not al men without exception have heard the gospel, and yet, we read that salvation has
appeared to al men. Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men.
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e Justification unto life has not come upon all men, and yet we read the words of Paul’s epistle
to the Romans. Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.

e Not al men sought for the Lord Jesus Christ, and certainly not in the same positive way.
Mark 1:37 And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.

e Not every single person marveled at the great works of Jesus Christ, and yet we read that “all
men did marvel.” Mark 5:20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great
things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.

e Not everyone counted John a prophet. Certainly the Romans did not, nor did many Jewish
leaders. Mark 11:32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted
John, that he was a prophet indeed.

The First Reason for Prayer

2 For kings, and for al that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable lifein all godliness and honesty.

2:2. that. This word indicates the reason why Paul instructs prayer to be made for al types of
men. Prayer will enable the believer to lead a quiet and peaceable life. Christians are not to be
agitators. Believers are not to be community organizers, pitting one group of people against
another. Christians are to be characterized by peace and quiet, in godliness and gravity.

2:2. honesty. gravity, respectability. When the church meets for worship, there ought to be
gravity. Worship should be responsible and respectable. God is present. This principle should
pertain even to the way we dress.

The Second Reason for Prayer

3 For thisis good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;

2:3. good and acceptable. Paul’s second reason for prayer for al kinds of men is that it is
admirable in the sight of God. Tranquility enhances the promotion of the gospel.

4 Who will have al men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth.,

2:4 Who will have al men to be saved. God would have al to be saved whenever He appoints
the gospel to be preached, and the Holy Spirit to convict, and convert. However, God is under no
obligation to draw al to Himself (John 6:44 cf. Acts 16:7).




22

5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,

2:5 Christ is a Great High Priest for His people. He mediates on their behalf so that sin is not
charged to their account.

6 Who gave himself aransom for all, to be testified in due time.

2:6 If God truly intended for all men without exception, to come to faith, then that would happen,
for if anyone could ultimately resist God, He would cease to be the Sovereign. In context, Paul is
speaking of all sorts or classes of men (note, v. 1, 2), which are identified. God would have all
types of individuals come to faith, and they do.

7 Whereunto | am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in
Christ, and lie not ;) ateacher of the Gentilesin faith and verity.

| 2:7. verity. truth.

8 | will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting.

2:8. men pray. There are two familiar words in Greek that refer to men. There is the word anar,
and there is the word anthropos. The term anthropos is often used as a generic term, referring to
mankind, or it may refer to women. On the other hand, anar is used in contrast with a woman, or
a man in contrast with a child. Anar is the term the apostle uses here in order to teach that in
public worship, men should lead in prayer.

2:8. pray every where. Paul means, “ever where the church meets’ because in 1 Timothy 3:14 he
will say, “These things write | unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly. 15 But if | tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

2:8. holy hands. The character of the one praying is stressed. Psalms 66:18 If | regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

2:8. doubting. disputing, questionings.

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly

array,

2:9. In like manner. Women do have arole to play in the church in accordance with the Divine
design. Women should attend the meetings quietly, to learn in submission, to show Christian
modesty and virtue, and to do good works.
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2:9. modest apparel. The emphasis is upon modesty and not ostentatiousness. This does not mean
that women must look like something the cat dragged in. It is just as wrong to be ostentatious in
a negative way by plain looks, and an unusual way of dressing, in order to call attention to one’s
spiritual distinctiveness.

2:9. broided. bradied hair.

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.

2:10. good works. Charity works, works that meet needs.

2:10. good works. Good works would include using the spirit gift God the Holy Spirit has
provided.

Special Note.

There are two classes of spiritual gifts. There are gifts that are gifts of utterance, such as the gift
of evangelism, and pastor-teacher. There are gifts that are non-utterance, such as the gifts of
administration, helps, and government. Women can have both types of gifts, those that are gifts
of utterance, and those that are gifts of non-utterance.

How Women Might Work
in the Local Assembly

Teach a Sunday school class for children.

Conduct a home Bible study for ladies.

Engage in acts of evangelism and outreach ministries.
Promote musical programs.

Encourage the homeschool movement.

Organize ways to meet needs with food and finances.
Be a good mother.

Showing hospitality.

Greeting ministry to sick and shut-ins.

Home visitation and hospital visitation.

Secretarial work in getting the gospel out.

Tape ministry and book printing ministry.

11 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.

2:11. learn in silence. In recent years, several denominations have begun to ordain women as
priestesses. For example, in July, 1974, the Episcopal Church ordained elven priestesses, even
thought it was illegal according to their Book of Church Order. Though there was an initia
protest, by July 1976, the 72nd General Convention in Philadelphia passed a resolution
declaring that "no one shall be denied access" to ordination into the three orders of ministry: as
deacons, priests or bishops, on the basis of their sex.
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A second resolution declared that no one could be barred from participating in the life and
governance of the church, either because of their gender, or because of their theological beliefs
concerning the ordination of women.

2:11. learn in silence. learn without rebellion.
What Paul isNot Teaching

e Paul is not teaching the superiority of men. He is saying that women have certain functions
as men have certain functions. A successful society depends upon the exercising of these
functions.

e Paul is not teaching men to be harsh in their attitude and treatment of women. Her father was
stage and screen legend John Barrymore. Her mother was a successful actress. But her
childhood was wretched, and her adult lifestyle filled with pain and sorrow. Without
knowing true love and happiness, Diana Barrymore once said, | don’t mind being punched.”
Playwright Noel Coward said that women should be strapped regularly, like a gong. Such is
the sick thinking of secular society. Even some religions teach something terrible like that,
such as the Muslim religion which is very demanding and demeaning on women. But Paul is
not teaching harshness towards women.

e Paul is teaching a spiritua relationship based on a voluntary, godly submission, from a
humble heart, and a grateful heart. In football, a running back is not more important than a
good offensive line. In the body, the hand is no less important than the eye. In the matter of
salvation, the Lord Jesus was assigned the function by the trinity, in the work of mediation,
to rely wholly upon the Father. Nevertheless, the Son was equal with the Father, very God of
very God. In matchless grace Jesus humbled Himself, and became obedient, even unto death.
Submission is not a matter of inferiority.

In the church, the public assembly isin view, and in the church, the women areto learn in
silence, just like they did in the Synagogue. They were to worship without rebellion. The
issue is function, not worth.

12 But | suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to
bein silence.

2:12. | suffer not awomen to teach. The divine prohibition is not absolute. Women are to instruct
other women and children as per Titus 2:4. Specifically, the younger women are to be taught
how to be serious, how to love their husbands, and how to love their children.

2:12. teach. In the Greek, this word is stressed. Why? Because of the principle concerning the
relationship of authority.

2:12. nor to usurp authority. Two principles guide the believer’s understanding of the role of
women in the church.
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First, submission to the authority of Scripture. Second, the tradition of the church on this matter.
Therefore, when the apostle teaches that women are not to attempt to control men, he is saying
something very important. The apostle is teaching that, “Equal worth does not demand similar
function” (S. Lewis Johnson).

Inappropriate Guidelines of Interpretation

Time Conditional Culture

Rabbinical Views of the Apostle Paul
A Cultural Phenomenon

Temporary Regulations

2:12. nor to usurp authority. In the Old Testament, no woman was allowed to be a priest. When
Jesus chose His disciples, He chose twelve men. When the early church chose deacons, men
were selected. The qualifications for church leaders speak of the elders being the husband of one
wife. Historically, there is no movement to ordain women as elders or ministers in the Christian
church.

The First Argument
for the Subordination of the Woman
and Restriction on Teaching

The Origin of the Woman

13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve.

2:13. For. The word “for” (Greek, gar), provides the reason for the doctrina teaching and
practice. Thefirst reason provided is based on the order of creation.

2:13. The historica basis for this first doctrinal argument for the subordination of the woman,
and the restriction on her teaching, is found in Genesis 2:18-25, which records the origin of the
woman.

The Second Argument
for the Subordination of the Woman
and Restriction on Teaching

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the
transgression.

2:14. The historical basis for the second argument for the subordination of the woman, and the
restriction on her teaching, is found in Genesis 3:14-19, which records God'’ s judgment upon the
woman, and what took place as result of her sin. See a'so 1 Corinthians 11:8-10. Paul’ s argument
is that the woman is taken out of the man, which suggests dependence, and further, sheis created
for the man.
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2:14. And Adam was not deceived. When Adam sinned, he was under no illusion about what he
was doing. Why did Adam sin? One possibility is that he loved Eve so much, he chose her over
God. He could not image life without Eve, and so he chose to share her fate knowing full well
what that fate would be. Adam’s sin was willful and therefore he was more cul pable, which may
be why he was judged last. Adam was the covenant head. He should have refused the proffered
fruit of the tree. With that being said, in context, Paul’s point is that since Eve was led astray by
deception, the teaching office should be reserved for and protected by the man, whom God
continues to hold most accountable.

Deceived Women who in Turn Deceive

e Mary Baker Patterson Glover Eddy Christian Science

e Ellen G. White Seventh Day Adventist
Special Note.

Men too are guilty of being decelved and decelving others.

e Joseph Smith Mormons

e Charles Taze Russell Jehovah Witnesses

Nevertheless, the Lord has a right to organize the church the way He sees best, and on the
principles He decides, and so, the man is to teach, and have authority in the local assembly.

2:14. deceived. The Greek word for deceive means to be “utterly decelved.” See dso 2
Corinthians 11:3.

2:14. wasin the transgression. Greek, came to be in the transgression.

The Third Argument
for the Subordination of the Woman
and Restriction on Teaching

15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith
and charity and holiness with sobriety.

2:14-15. This passage of Scripture is based on Genesis 3:13-19. One of the unintended
consequences of the Fall was the subordination of the woman in the church. Women'’s Liberation
should have no influence over the church, for God has spoken. The church must not be
intimidated by the world, the flesh, or the devil.

2:15. saved in childbearing. Paul may be speaking soteriologically. He may be referring to the
salvation that comes to the world through means of the virgin birth. God is not angry with the
woman forever, because of Eve's deception. In grace, God has appointed an important function
for the women. Her roleis rooted in childbearing through whom the Messiah came.
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2:15. saved in childbearing. Literally, saved in the childbearing. There is a definite article.
Compare this with Genesis 3:15.

2:15. charity. love.

Special Note.

Despite Paul’s restrictions here, Liberas appeal to Galatians 3:28 in an effort to justify the
ordination of women, and giving them authority over men. The response is that Paul does not
teach in Galatians 3:28 that Christians are al one “in the church”. Rather, he teaches that
Christians are one in Christ. In Christ there is neither male nor female. Of course, Paul is not
abolishing al sexua distinctions that exist by way of creation. Nor does Galatians 3:28 have
anything to say about a person’s function within the local church. In context, Paul is speaking of
the believer’s relationship to Christ Jesus. In Christ there is no difference. Any person that has
been regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and has received justification and the forgiveness of sins,
that person is a new creation. Whether the individual is a male or female, the person isin Christ,
with all the spiritual privileges that entails. One of the gospel privileges is to function within the
local church, but within the parameters or boundaries of the known Divine will. The Divine will,
the will of God can only be known by considering the whole counsel of God. And that takes us,
in regard to the function of women in the church, back to 1 Timothy 2.

Special Note.

There is afourth reason why Paul teaches that women are not to teach in the church. Paul argues
for the silence of women because it is written in the Law. 1 Corinthians 14:34 Let your women
keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded
to be under obedience, as also saith the law. The place where this prohibition is taught “in the
Law” is Genesis 2 and 3. So Paul’ s teaching about not ordaining women to public ministry is not
based upon culture, it is based upon the Law, and beyond that to the order of Creation and what
happened at the Fall.
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1TIMOTHY 3

1 Thisis atrue saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good
work.

3:1. true. reliable.
3:1. bishop. Greek, episkopes, overseer.

A Variety of Church Orders

Government Offices Style
Episcopalian Bishops, Priests, and Deacons Hierarchical
Presbyterian Elders, Deacons Representative
Congregational Pastor, Deacons Autonomous
Charismatic Pastor, Deacons Gifted men

The New Testament Form
of Church Government

Theocracy Elders, Deacons The Holy Spirit
3:1. Church order matters for three reasons.

e Theologicaly. By means of the instrumentality of the Church, the wisdom of God is being
manifested to the angels. Ephesians 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.
Therefore, church order is essential.

e Practically. The church is the house of God. 1 Timothy 3:15 But if | tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. There must be order in a household.

e Socidly and Scripturally. Dignity is an essentia ingredient of church order. 1 Corinthians
14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that |1 write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if any man be
ignorant, let him be ignorant. 39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to
speak with tongues. 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

3:1. he desireth a good work. In those days, men needed encouragement to assume this holy
office.

2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of
good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
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3:2. A bishop. The terms bishop and elder all refer to the same office in the local assembly. In
the single church at Ephesus, as in al the churches, we find a plurality of elders, aso called
bishops, stressing the function of these leaders. They are to be overseersin the church.
Synonymous Terms

Dignity of Office
Elder. Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

Duty of the Office
Bishop. Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers [bishops], to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.

Eldersareto be Appointed

Elder. Titus 1:5 For this cause left | thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that

are wanting, and ordain eldersin every city, as | had appointed thee: 6 If any be blameless, the
husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.

Bishop. Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not
soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

Bishop. Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in
Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

3:2. After the death of the apostles, the local elder became the highest governing authority in the
local church, by Divine design. The administration of the local assembly has not been left to a
deacon board, or governing counsel, or staff member, but the elder.

Special Note.

“Never in the New Testament anywhere, is anyone, called "the pastor of a church”, in the sense
of a man who is the administrative head of a church. That is an office that has arisen in the
course of the church's history, outside of Scripture. There is no such thing as, "the pastor", of a
local church” (S. Lewis Johnson).

3:2. blameless. irreproachable by those in the church in the following areas.
3:2. the husband of one wife. i.e., faithful to his wife. Some believe this is a prohibition against

being apolygamist. However, polygamy was never alive option in the Christian church, so this
is probably not what the apostle had in mind.
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Some believe the statement means that an elder must be married. But then, that would rule out
the apostle who wrote this instruction. The word “one” would be meaningless, by this
interpretation.

Another understanding is that a man must be a one wife kind of man, the kind of man who is
faithful to one woman. He must be loyal to his spouse. He must not be engaged in adultery.

A final understanding is that if a man marries, his wife dies, and he marries again, he forfeits his
right to be an elder. He must be a one woman man. Dr. S. Lewis Johnson finds support for this
last understanding in the writings of Hermas, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Chrysostom,
Epiphanes, and Cyril, who wrote in disparagement of second marriages, not as sin, but as
weakness.

Confirmation for this position is appealed to from 1 Timothy 5:9. “Let not a widow be taken
into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man.” The expression of
being married to one person isthe same asin 1 Timothy 3:2.

The Personal Habits of an Elder
3:2. vigilant. temperate.
3:2. sober. of sound mind and judgment.

3:2. of good behavior. orderly in life, habits, and work. An elder isto display an outward beauty
of countenance. There must be propriety in dress and conduct.

Special Note.
God isinterested in the things we wear as per 1 Timothy 2:9, and here, in 1 Timothy 3:2.

3:2. given to hospitality. ready to receive strangers.

3:2. apt to teach. able to teach. The reference here is to the ability to provide a good and
comprehensive summary of the biblical faith. An elder should have a thorough knowledge of
Bible doctrine. “The person who disparages a comprehensive knowledge of the Christian
doctrine is only disparaging that things that the apostles affirm are essential, and they are
particularly essential for the elder who has responsibility of oversight” (S. Lewis Johnson).

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous,

3:3. Not given to wine. Not addicted to wine. Drunkenness is forbidden. Ephesians 5:18 And be
not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.




31

Special Note.

In John 2:1-11, the Bible records the first miracle Jesus performed, which was the making of the
best wine. The primary dictionary definition of wine refers to the fermented juice of grapes,
made in many varieties, such as red, white, sweet, dry, still, and sparkling, for use as a beverage,
in cooking, and in religious rites, and usually having an acoholic content of 14 percent or less.
The Greek word the Holy Author used appears in John 2 is used 32 times in the New Testament,
and is trandlated wine every time. On the two occasions when the Bible refers to wine that has
not had time to ferment, the prefix “new” is added.

3:3. no striker. not physically violent.

Proverbs 23:34

34 Y ou will be like one sleeping on the high sess,

lying on top of the rigging.

NIV

3:3. not greedy of filthy lucre. not fond of questionable gain.
3:3. but patient. peaceable.

3:3. not a brawler. one who argues needlessly.

3:3. not covetous. not alover of money.

4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all
gravity;

3:4. children in subjection. children that are trustworthy. Children are to be in subjection to their
parents, especially the children of the elders.

5 (For if aman know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the
Church of God?)

| 3:15. rule. A good father will rulein love over his household, not in fear or domination.

6 Not anovice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
devil.

3:6. novice. lit. newly united. anew convert.

3:6. lifted up. Lit. “enveloped in smoke.” conceited.
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Special Note.
It has been said that, “ Someone who is wrapped up in himself, makes a mighty small parcel.”

7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.

3:7. reproach. disgrace.

3:7. snare. sprung by.

Special Note.

Satan is used by God to exercise certain disciplinary acts against sins such as blaspheme, and
immorality. Usually, the disciplinary action involves either the process of dying, or death itself.

e Blaspheme. 1 Timothy 1:20 Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom | have delivered
unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.

e Immorality. 1 Corinthians 5: It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you,
and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have
his father's wife. 2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done
this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For | verily, as absent in body, but present
in spirit, have judged already, as though | were present, concerning him that hath so done
this deed, 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

3:1-7. Upon examination, the duties of an elder fallsinto three categories.

e Leadership of the Flock

Pastoring Counseling
Shepherd Protecting
Finances Overseeing Acts 11:30; 1 Timothy 3:3
Teaching Doctrine
Special Note.

The story has been told of a man who was running as fast as he could after a crowd of people.
Somebody asked him the reason for his hurry and he gasped out, "I've got to catch up with them.
I'm their leader.” Godly leaders do not lead from behind, but from in front, like the Good
Shepherd (Psalm 23).

e Guarding the Flock Against False Teachers Titus 1:9-13
Modernism
Liberalism
Arminianism
Dispensationalism
Legalism
Semi-Pelagianism
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Decisional Regeneration
Baptismal Regeneration
Theology of Hope
Theology of Revolution
Barthianism

e Discipliningthe Flock  Moral and Doctrinal Purity 1 Thessalonians 5:14-23
ThePlurality of Elders

3:1-7. The plurality of elders in the local church is taught throughout the New Testament. In
Acts 20:17, the elders are referred to. In James 5:14, those who are sick are to call for the elders
(plural) of the church (singular). There is no biblical evidence that one minister elder pastored a
house church. It might have happened, but the biblical testimony is that of a plurality of elders.
In Hebrews 13:7, 17, and 24 Christians are told to remember “them”, plural, “over you.” In 1
Thessalonians 5:12 the reference to the leadership is plural. The apostle was in Thessalonica just
several weeks prior to writing this letter, so there was no time for the establishments of little
churches. Then in 1 Timothy 5:17 we read, “ Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.”

Special Note.
The Baptist theologian, A. H. Strong, does not agree with the one elder or pastor for the local
church. Nor does the Baptist document, the New Hampshire Articles of Faith.

Two Typesof Elders

Notice that two types of elders are recognized. There are “ Teaching Elders’ who “labour in the
word and doctrine”, and there are “Ruling Elders.”

Tenureof Elders

Having been appointed by the Holy Spirit, biblically, elders are appointed for life as long as they
stay in the local church, and there is no moral failure. Rotation may have arisen because elders
failed to discipline other elders. Another contributing factor was to give others a chance to serve.
Also, the church adopted a business model where “Board Members’ are often rotated. However,
the Divine plan is the best model to follow.

Selection of Elders

The selection of an elder is addressed in Acts 14:23. “And when they had ordained them elders
in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they
believed.” Biblically, an elder is ordained after being appointed by other elders. Titus 1:5 For
this cause left | thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and
ordain eldersin every city, as | had appointed thee:
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The tradition today is to elect an elder by a congregational vote. However, normally, sheep do
not elect the shepherd. Ideally, God appoints elders, and the sheep recognize the voice of their
shepherd. That is a more biblical model. Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own blood.

Emerging Elders

Elders will emerge in a congregation. They emerge because God has sovereignly appointed
them. They manifest the characteristics of the elder in that they shepherd the flock, guard the
flock, and are interested in maintaining the purity of the flock. An emerging elder will manifest a
natural love for the people, alove for the historic faith, alove for God’ s Word, and an interest in
theology with aview to instructing others and teaching.

Disciplining of an Elder

God has moved to protect His servants by demanding that any accusation be made in accordance
with an honorable witness. 1 Timothy 5:19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but
before two or three witnesses. 20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 21 |
charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these
things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.

It isinstructive that Jesus Christ, who is the Chief Elder, was falsely accused by many. And yet,
the Bible says, the witnesses could not agree. Mark 14:56 For many bare false witness against
him, but their witness agreed not together.

But if an elder isfound guilty of atrue accusation, then the other elders are to discipline him.
1 Timothy 5:20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

The Office of Deacon

Qualifications

8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;

3:8. The origin of the office may be found in Acts 6:1-6. “ And in those days, when the number of
the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians [Greek Jews| against the
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve
called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the
word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.
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5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed,
they laid their hands on them.

While the word “deacon” (Gk. diakonous; from konias, dust), does not occur in this passage, the
word “serve’ does occur inverse 1, verse 2, and verse 4.

3:8. deacons. Lit. one who serves. The biblical emphasisis on the menial service of a deacon, not
the office. Deacons are to serve, at the discretion of the elders, as they meet the needs of the
congregation.

At al times, deacons are servants, not leaders in the church. Those congregations that allow a
Deacon Board to become the driving force of the local church, and overrule elders, violate the
known will of God, conceptionaly, are contrary to sound doctrine, and are disregarding the
apostolic example.

Deacons are not to think God has set them as overseers of the flock to rule. They have no
governing responsibilities, biblically.

Nor should elders ever surrender their governing responsibilities to deacons, or to a
congregational member.

There are strong willed deacons, who will try to overreach once they have been recognized as a
deacon, but they need to be gently rebuked, and reminded of God's divine order. The same
should be done to a strong willed personality in the congregation. Those who have money will
sometimes try to use their generous giving as a way to act as an equal, or surrogate, church ruler,
“apower behind the throne”. This must not be allowed.

Because of the lowly stature of the position of deacon, it requires a very humble, godly person to
serve. While men love to take titles unto themselves, God hands out towels.

[llustrations of those who Served Others

e Jesus Mark 10:45

e Martha Luke 10:40

e Stephen Acts6:1

e Phoebe Romans 16:1

3:8. grave. worthy of honor.

3:8.not doubled tongued. saying different things to different people.
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Special Note.

In his book, Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan created the town of Fair Speech. In this town
dwelt Lord Turn-about, Lord Time-server, and Lord Fair-speech, after whose ancestors the town
was named. Mr. Smooth-man was also in the town, and Mr. Facing-Both-Ways. There are alot
of descendants of Mr. Facing-Both-Ways in the local church today. Finaly, there was Mr. Any-
thing, and the parson of the parish, Mr. Two-tongues. Time has not changed. These characters
live today.

3:8. filthy lucre. dishonest gain.

9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

3:9. A deacon must be able to defend “the faith”, the doctrines of grace, and live out the ethics of
the same. They are not commanded to be able to teach, as the elders are, though good teachers
some may be. If adeacon has the gift of teaching, it certainly should be exercised. The deacons
of Acts 6, were evangelists as well. Confusion must not be made between functioning as a
deacon, and exercising a spiritual gift.

Special Note.
The Mystery of the Faith is summarized inv. 16, where it is called the Mystery of Godliness.

The Mystery of Godliness

In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was manifest in the flesh.

In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was justified in the Spirit.

In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was seen of angels.

In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was preached unto the Gentiles.
In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was believed on in the world.
In the Person of Jesus Christ, God was received up into glory.

3:9. apure conscience. Belief, without mental reservation, will shape behavior.

10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon,
being found blameless.

3:10. first be proved. The church should ook to appoint men as deacons who have a good report
and are full of the Holy Spirit. Acts 6:3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

3:10. first be proved. “The safety of the church lies in waiting upon the activity of the Holy
Spirit” (S. Lewis Johnson).

11 Even so must their wives be grave, not landerers, sober, faithful in all things.
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3:11. so must their. Words that are italicized are not in the original. The Greek text says, “Wives
must be grave, etc.

3:11. wives women. Possibly areference to deaconesses. Is there an office of deaconess? By the
time of the 4th century, it was common for deaconess to be attached to the local church.

Four Argumentsfor the Office of Deaconess

e The Parallel Argument. Even so...is used in verse 8 to speak of a different office. Even
s0...verse 11 may be speaking of another office.

e The Parenthetical Argument. In verse 12 the apostle comes back and says, “L et the deacons,”
now he talks about the deacons again. He comes back to the deacons here, so he might be
speaking about something else in the preceding verse.

e TheBiblical Argument. Phoebe is called a servant in Romans. Romans 16:1 | commend unto
you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:

e The Cultura Argument. In a culture where the sexes were strictly separated, the need for
women to assist women in sickness, in baptism, in acts of charity, would necessitate the
office of deaconess.

Four Arguments Against the Office of Deaconess

e |t would be strange for the apostle to speak about deacons being grave in v. 8, and the
husband of one wife, in v. 12, and then suddenly introduce the office of a deaconess, and
insert something about that into the flowing narrative.

e Then, thereis the absence of the definite article. One might expect the article to be used, the
deaconesses.

o Asfarastheterm, “like manner”, thisexpressionisused inv. 8, and theninv. 11 “must their
wives be grave’ . The “like manner” is that the deacon is to be a sober, solemn, grave, kind of
person, and so must hiswife be.

e Findly, since the role of a deacon was to go and serve the needs of the congregation, it was
commonly expected their wives go with them to help them. Their wives must act

appropriately.
3:11. be grave. dignified.

3:11. not slanderers. defamers of others. The word “slander” refers to someone who acts like the
devil.

3:11. sober. salf-controlled.
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| 3:11. faithful in all things. dependable.

12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their
own houses well.

The Reward of the Deacon

13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which isin Christ Jesus.

| 3:13. agood degree. aplace of dignity.

The Secret of Godliness
1 Timothy 3:14-16

14 These things write | unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:

15 But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth.

3:15. the Church. The Church is called “the pillar and ground of the truth.” The church is the
bulwark of that upon which it, the church is grounded. The local church is in existence because
of the truth. Now, it must engage in a disciplined protection of it. The church must defend that,
indeed, He, Jesus Christ, which has called it into existence.

How to Defend the Faith

e Withdraw from heretics. 1 Timothy 6:5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and
destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

e Embrace the resurrection. 2 Timothy 2:18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that
the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. The word for “err” could
be rendered, “have shot wide of the truth.”

e Identify those who defy the truth. 2 Timothy 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood
Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the
faith.

e Acknowledge that some will “stop their ears’ to the truth. 2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn
away their ears fromthe truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

e Do not embrace erroneous teaching. Titus 1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and
commandments of men, that turn from the truth.
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3:15. The Church is considered to be afamily, for it is called the “house of God.” The church is
also the preserver, and defender of the truth of God. The truth cannot be defended merely by
putting it in acreed, or writing about the faith in a book. There must be personal evangelism.

Six Divine Secr ets

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory.

3:16. controversy. dispute. (Lit. Gk. confessedly). There should be no dispute about these truths.

3:16. mystery. A mystery is a divine secret. All truth comes to men by revelation. The Holy
Spirit must illuminate the heart and mind of a person or the gospel will remain mysterious. The
secret of the faith isrevealed by God.

3:16. mystery of godliness. A reference to the work of Jesus Christ.

Special Note.
There are six mysteries referenced in Scripture which C. H. Spurgeon notes.

e Thefirst isthe mystery of the Incarnation, which is now before us—*Great is the mystery of
godliness, God was manifest in the flesh.”

e The next is the mystery of the union of Christ with His Church, of which we read, in
Ephesians 5:31, 32, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but | speak
concerning Christ and the Church.”

e The third mystery is the mystery of the calling of the Gentiles, to which Paul refers in
Ephesians 3:4-6, where he says, “Whereby, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ; which in other ages was not made known unto the sons
of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit; that the
Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ
by the Gospel.” Herein we have ajoyful portion for which we can never be too grateful.

e The fourth mystery concerns the Jews and deals with the restoration of Israel, whom we
ought to remember with abounding sympathy and brotherly love. Of this you will read in
Romans 11:25, 26: “For | would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery,
lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Isradl,
until the fullness of the Gentilesis come in. And so al Israel shall be saved: asit is written,
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”
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e For afifth mystery | would bid you remember the doctrine of the removal of corruption from
the body and of its resurrection as spoken of in the famous passage, “Behold, | show you a
mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, a the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

e Andthen, alas, to closetheligt, there is that mystery of iniquity which began to work so soon
and works yet more and more of evil.

3:16. God. Some manuscripts have “He who”. The Textus Receptus (Received Text), does have
“theos’, God. So does Codex Alexandrinus.

An Early Hymn of Divine M aj esty
“Great isthe secret of godliness’,
Chorus

“God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen of angels,
preached unto the nations,
believed on in the world,
received up into glory.”

Special Note.

In the second century AD, Pliny the Y ounger, alawyer, author, and magistrate of Ancient Rome,
wrote a letter to the Roman emperor Trgjan (reign, AD 98 — 117), about the customs of the
Christians. He told the emperor that, “The Christians were accustomed to meet together on the
morning of a fixed day, evidently Sunday, when they took vows not to rob, or steel or lie, or
commit adultery, and that they sang a hymn of praise to Christ as God.” The importance of this
report, and this hymn, is that they both set forth the divinity of Christ. The doctrine of the deity
of Christ was not an invention of zealots with the passing of time, but the immediate faith of the
church.

3:16. God was manifest in the flesh. This thought sets forth the Doctrine of the Incarnation. It
was not a man, an angel, or the devil that was manifested in the flesh. “He who” was manifested
in the flesh was God. This expression is used of the Lord Jesus when He said, “for this cause
came | unto this hour” (John 12:27). Here is the Doctrine of the Great Condescension.

Special Note.

“Bronson Alcott, the New England dreamer and seer, made a visit to England many years ago.
He had a conversation with Carlyle. And in his conversation with Carlyle, he said he could,
“Sincerely say just as much as Jesus Christ, ‘1 am one with the Father.”” “Yes,” replied Carlidle,
“But Jesus got men to believe him” (S. Lewis Johnson).
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3:16. in the flesh. Christians are not Docetics. We do not believe in a phantom. Jesus really was
incarnated. 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which we have seen
and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us. and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things write we unto
you, that your joy may be full.

3:16. justified in the spirit. vindicated in his spirit. By His resurrection, the claims of Christ were
vindicated. He who had claimed to be rich, though He was poor, really was rich. He who claimed
to be the Son, of God, though He was weak and had humbled Himself, really was who He
claimed to be for God highly exalted Him, and He sat down on the right hand of the Father. He
who claimed to have a Name above every name, though He suffered the shame of the Cross,
really was the King of kings, and Lord of lords. And the angels bowed before Him and
welcomed Him home as He led captivity captive (Ephesians 4:8). On resurrection morning, Jesus
was vindicated in His body when He rose from the dead, and in His spirit, when life returned to
His body.

e Romans 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.
¢ Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David
according to the flesh; 4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the

spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:

3:16. seen of angels.
The Ministry of Angelsto Jesus

e Angelsforetold His birth. Luke 1:19

e Angels announced His birth. Luke2:11

e Angels strengthened Him in His temptation. Matthew 4:11
e Angels comforted Him at Gethsemane. Luke 22:39-43
e Angelssat by His empty tomb. Luke 28:1-4

e Angels proclaimed His resurrection. Luke 28:5-6

e Angels comforted the disciples at His ascension. Acts 1:9-10

e Angels preached His Second Advent. Acts1:11

e Angels continueto look at His Word. 1 Peter 1:2

e Angelsareinterested in His Church. Ephesians 3:10
e Angelslearn from His Church. 1 Corinthians 4:9

“Angelsin fixed amazement around our altars hover,
with eager gaze adore the grace of our eternal lover.”

3:16. preached unto the nations. God was, and is, preached unto the nations.
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“We have heard the joyful sound: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Spread the tidings all around: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Bear the newsto every land, climb the mountains, cross the waves,
Onward! "tis our Lord’s command; Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Waft it on therolling tide: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Tell to sinners far and wide: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Sing, you islands of the sea; echo back, you ocean caves,
Earth shall keep her jubilee: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Sing above the battle strife: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
By His death and endless life Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Shout it brightly through the gloom, when the heart for mercy craves;
Sing in triumph o’ er the tomb: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Give the winds a mighty voice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Let the nations now rejoice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Shout salvation full and free; highest hills and deepest caves,
This our song of victory: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!”

PriscillaJ. Owens, 1882

3:16. preached. It is by preaching that Christ was proclaimed. Christ was not preached by
portraying the gospel in liturgy, nor by drawing the gospel in art, nor by playing the gospel in
drama, but by preaching. Men of God, preach Christ. 2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. The Reformers set the pulpit in the center
of the church meetings in order to emphasis the centrality of Christ in the preaching of the Word
for “ faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God—and how shall they hear without
a preacher?” “God’'s way of creating faith in men’s hearts is not by pictures, music, or symbols,
but by the hearing of the Word of God!” (C. H. Spurgeon).

3:16. believed on in the world. How people believe is a great mystery. The mystery is only
solved by understanding effectual grace and the sovereign ministry of God the Holy Spirit. John
3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: sois every one that is born of the Spirit.

3:16. believed on in the world. The world of the Gentiles would especially be amazed that the
gospel was preached to them, for the Jews had no dealings with the Gentiles. Yet, in matchless
mercy, God was to make salvation possible to the heathen.

3:16. received up into glory. Here is the Doctrine of the Ascension and Session of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Our Covenant Head was received into glory. But not only was Christ received into glory,
He ascended in glory, for Holy Angels beheld His ascension with the souls of all the saints.
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Psalms 96

“O sing unto the Lord a new song:
sing unto the Lord, all the earth.

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name;
shew forth his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the heathen,
his wonders among all people.

For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised:
heisto be feared above all gods.

For al the gods of the nations areidols:
but the Lord made the heavens.

Honour and majesty are before him:
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people,
give unto the Lord glory and strength.

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name:
bring an offering, and come into his courts.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
fear before him, all the earth.

Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth:

the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved:

he shall judge the people righteously.

Let the heavensrejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the searoar, and the fulness thereof.

“When Mr. Lincoln died, the Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton was in the room with him, and
when on the morning of April the 15th, eighteen sixty-five, he died, the Secretary turned to the
window, pulled down the blind to shut out the bright sunlight, and then turned again and looking
down at the silent form said, ‘Now he belongs to the ages’” There is no one who really belongs
to the ages. But there is One to whom the ages belong. He is the One whom Paul speaks of here.
He is the One who was “manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory” (S. Lewis Johnson).




Let the field bejoyful, and al that is therein:
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice
Before the Lord:

for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth:
he shall judge the world with righteousness,
and the people with histruth.”
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THE HEXAPLA OF MYSTERY
A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, DECEMBER 22, 1872,
BY
C.H. SPURGEON
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON
1 Timothy 3:16

“ And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.”

THE Apostle tells us in the preceding verse that the Lord has a double design in maintaining His
Church in the world. The first is that it may be the place of His abode, for the Church of the
living God is “the house of God,” the home wherein He reveals Himself unto His own children,
the resting place of Hislove which He has of old appointed. Jehovah still inhabits the praises of
Israel and still He fulfills His promise to His chosen, “1 will dwell in them and walk in them.” (2
Cor. 6:16). Blessed is the Church which has realized this first design of God and so has
continued to enjoy the Lord’s Presence and power. May we in this place be a building fitly
framed together and grow unto a holy temple in the Lord, for a habitation of God through the

Spirit.

God's next purpose in sustaining a Church in the world is that it may preserve and uphold His
Truth among men, for the Church of the living God is “the pillar and ground of the Truth.” The
Gospel must be believed, practiced and proclaimed by men of God or it will not have power.
God does not trust the conservation of His Truth to books, or to the most accurately written
creeds, or to some one person supposed to be infallible—He puts the incorruptible Seed into the
hearts of His chosen and in such good soil its vitality and its growth secure its preservation. Even
the inspired Word, as a letter, has small power till it gains a lodging place for the Truth in a
warm heart—and then it grows and yields fruit till its boughs spread far and wide and its seeds
are wafted on the wings of every wind to spring up on the hills and among the valleys where
none had looked for them.

As long as one copy of the Holy Scriptures remains in the world we shall have the pure Truth of
God among us, but it will be like an unplanted seed. For the propagation of the Gospel, human
voices are required—for the establishment and confirmation of it among men, human lives are
needed. And God intends that His Gospel shall be set forth and held up, published, defended,
maintained and supported in the world by His Church—not alone by His ministers, nor by a
hierarchical establishment—but by the entire company of faithful men and women! To the
sacramental host of His elect has He committed the banner of the Truth which they are aways to
unfold and carry on by the power of His Spirit, from victory to victory. In this sense, the Church
of the living God is and ever must be, “the pillar and ground of the Truth.” Let us take care, in
our measure, to make her so.
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While dealing with this question, it was most fitting for the Apostle to tell us what the Truth is
and now is the most proper time for each one of usto learn what are the vital and essential Truths
which the Church of God is forever to maintain. Our text is, for this reason, deeply interesting. It
deals not with questionable and debatable topics, but with things verily and, indeed, received
among us. Itstestimony is short but weighty. We cannot spare a single word from it and it would
be a crimeto add anything to it.

The Apostle callsit a“mystery,” and so, indeed, it is for exceeding greatness of meaning, but not
for obscurity of language, for itisasplain asit isfull. Neither isit amystery because it speaks of
recondite opinions or philosophical theories, for it deals only with facts and is an historical
summary of actual occurrences. Observe that the comprehensive summary of the Gospel here
given iscontained in six little sentences which run with such regularity of measure in the origina
Greek that some have supposed them to be an ancient hymn. And it is possible that they may
have been used as such in the early Church.

There is apoetic form about the six sentences. Y ou are aware, of course, that the Orientals do not
consider it essential to sacred Psams and hymns that they should resound with jingling
rhymes—we are the slaves of mere sound in that respect, but they are free. Their fashion of
verse-making has more respect to the sense than ours and lies, as a rule, very much in
introducing pleasant parallels and contrasts. These you have here, whether the six paragraphs are
verses of a hymn or not.

Note that “manifest in the flesh” is contrasted with “justified in the spirit.” * Seen of angels,” who
are nearest to the Throne of God, is fitly set by the side of “preached unto the Gentiles,” who
stand at the opposite pole and are far off. And then the third duplicate is made up of the evident
opposites, “believed on in the world,” “received up into glory.” Thus, al through, the lights and
shades are set over against each other by evident design.

Moreover, you will perceive an equally plain paralelism if you will read attentively. The first
two stanzas deal with the revealing of the Lord Jesus—He is manifest in the flesh and He is yet
more fully made manifest by being justified in the Spirit. Then follows a making known of the
Lord by sight to angels and by hearing to the Gentiles. And in the third pair of lines there is a
twofold reception—the one by Grace among men who believe and the other into His actual glory
in Heaven. Add to all this that pairs are also discernable in the first and last, the second and
fourth and the two middle lines.

Just for an instant notice that the first clause of the series deals with Christ’s descent and the last
with His ascent. The second and the fifth are both intensely spiritual and the third and fourth
have to do with the senses only. Thus you find another set of paralels whose existence can
hardly be a mere accident. Note this, for it teaches us that our memories need to be helped and
strengthened in every way and so it is well to have condensed Truth to carry about with us and
exceedingly advantageous to us to have it arranged in such a shape that we are likely to recollect
it. The Apostle has been led by the Spirit to give us goodly words helping our infirmities—of this
help we should gratefully avail ourselves to the utmost.
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If we are somewhat instructed in the Word we have here an example of practical usefulness. We
may for ourselves and for others, especially for the young, try to put the Truth of God into forms
which will help it to retain its hold upon the memory. | shall call my text a hexapla of essential
Truth, a six-fold mystery of godliness. You have six great points clearly set forth before you and
these constitute the main, the essential elements of our holy faith which the Church of God is
forever to set forth and uphold to the end of time. The Apostle has said, “without controversy
great is the mystery of godliness.” When he says “without controversy,” | suppose he means that
there ought to be no controversy about these facts though controversies have arisen concerning
them and always will, since the most self-evident Truth of God will always find self-evident
fools to contradict it!

He means that in the Church of God, at any rate, there is no question about these fundamentals.
Outside of the Church these statements are denied, but inside the house of God no one ever
guestions them for a moment—and he who does so is by that very act proven to have no part nor
lot in the matter. Without controversy all Christians agree that these are Truths of God and aso
that they are no trifles, but involve a mystery—a great mystery—that is to say they were things
hidden in themselves and so concealed that reason could not have found them out. And even
now, though they are revealed, they concern matters so vast and so profound that none of us
comprehend them fully—and the best instructed scribe in the kingdom recognizes in them
infinite depths which he cannot hope fully to explore.

The facts are unquestioned by the Church of God and are without dispute among the faithful,
regarded as containing in their inner depths a world of weighty meaning, even the great mystery
of godliness. Have you ever noticed that there are six New Testament mysteries? There may be
more, but these six are the chief. The first is the mystery of the Incarnation, which is now before
us—" Great is the mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh.” The next is the mystery
of the union of Christ with His Church, of which we read, in Ephesians 5:31, 32, “For this cause
shall aman leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh. Thisis agreat mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the Church.” Thrice blessed
union with Jesus, may our souls find their Heaven in Y our holy mystery—

“Oh teach us, Lord, to know and own
This wondrous mystery,
That You with usaretruly ONE,
And we are ONE with You!”

The third mystery is the mystery of the calling of the Gentiles, to which Paul refers in Ephesians
3:4-6, where he says, “Whereby, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ; which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now
revealed unto His holy Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit; that the

Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by
the Gospel.” Herein we have ajoyful portion for which we can never be too grateful.
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The fourth mystery concerns the Jews and deals with the restoration of Israel, whom we ought to
remember with abounding sympathy and brotherly love. Of this you will read in Romans 11:25,
26: “For | would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the
Gentilesiscomein. And so all Israel shall be saved: asit iswritten, There shall come out of Sion
the Déliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”

For afifth mystery | would bid you remember the doctrine of the removal of corruption from the
body and of its resurrection as spoken of in the famous passage, “Behold, | show you a mystery;
we shall not all sleep, but we shall al be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.” And then, aas, to close the list, there is that mystery of iniquity which began to work
so soon and works yet more and more of evil.

Our text, then, is one of six mysteries, but it has this preeminence that it is a great mystery. It is
called, “the mystery of godliness,” because it most intimately concerns a godly life. Those who
receive it in their hearts become thereby godly men and, moreover, it builds up Believers in
godliness and is to them a grand motive for the reverent love and holy fear of the Lord their God.
Let so much as we have aready spoken stand for our preface, and let us now, by the Holy
Spirit’said, consider one by one the six branches of the mystery which is now before us.

I. The first sentence is, “GOD WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH.” | believe that our version is
the correct one, but the most fierce battles have been held over this sentence. It is asserted that
the word Theos is a corruption for “Os” so that, instead of reading, “God was manifest in the
flesh,” we should read, “who was manifest in the flesh.” There is very little occasion for fighting
about this matter, for if the text does not say, “God was manifest in the flesh,” who does it say
was manifest in the flesh?

Either a man, or an angel, or a devil. Does it tell us that a man was manifest in the flesh?
Assuredly that cannot be its teachings, for every man is manifest in the flesh and there is no
sense whatever in making such a statement concerning any mere man and then calling it a
mystery! Was it an angel, then? But what angel was ever manifest in the flesh? And if he were,
would it be at all a mystery that he should be “seen of angels?’ Isit awonder for an angel to see
an angel? Can it be that the devil was manifest in the flesh? If so, he has been “received up into
glory,” which, let us hope, is not the case.

WEell, if it was neither a man, nor an angel, nor a devil—who was manifest in the flesh? Surely
He must have been God! And so, if the word is not there, the sense must be there or else
nonsense. We believe that if criticism should grind the text in a mill, it would get out of it no
more and no less than the sense expressed by our grand old version. God Himself was manifest
in the flesh! What a mystery is thisl A mystery of mysteries! God the Invisible was manifest!
God the Spiritual dwelt in flesh! God the Infinite, uncontained, boundless, was manifest in the
flesh!
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What infinite leagues our thought must traverse between Godhead self-existent and, therefore,
full of power and self-sufficiency, before we have descended to the far-down level of poor flesh
which is as grass at its best and dust in its essence! Where can we find a greater contrast than
between God and flesh? And yet the two are blended in the Incarnation of the Savior! God was
manifest in the flesh. Truly God, not God humanized, but God as God! He was manifest in rea
flesh. Not in manhood deified and made superhuman, but in actual flesh—

“Oh joy! There sitsin our death,
Upon athrone of light,
One of a human mother born,
In perfect Godhead bright!

Forever God, forever Man,
My Jesus shall endure;
And fixed on Him,
My hope remains
Eternally secure.”

Matchless Truth of God! Let the Church never fail to set it forth, for it is essential to the world's
salvation that this doctrine of the Incarnation be fully known. O my Brothers and Sisters, since it
is, “without controversy,” let us not controvert but sit down and feed upon it! What a miracle of
condescension is here, that God should manifest Himself in flesh! It needs not so much to be
preached upon as to be pondered in the heart. It needs that you sit down in quiet and consider
how He who made you became like you—He who is your God became your brother Man. He
who is adored of angels once lay in a manger! He who feeds all living things hungered and was
thirsty. He who oversees al worlds as God, was, as a Man, made to sleep, to suffer and to die
like yourselves!

This is a statement not easily to be believed. If He had not been beheld by many witnesses, so
that men handled Him, looked upon Him and heard Him speak, it were a thing not readily to be
accepted that so Divine a Person should be manifest in flesh. It is a wonder of condescension!
And it is a marvel, too, of benediction, for God's manifestation in human flesh conveys a
thousand blessings to us. Bethlehem’s star is the morning star of hope to Believers. Now man is
nearest to God. Never was God manifest in angel nature, but He is manifest in flesh. Now,
between poor puny man that is born of awoman and the infinite God, there is a bond of union of
the most wonderful kind. God and Man in one Person is the Lord Jesus Christ!

This brings our manhood near to God and by so doing it ennobles our nature—it lifts us up from
the dunghill and sets us among princes—while at the same time it enriches us by endowing our
manhood with all the glory of Christ Jesus in whom dwells al the fullness of the Godhead
bodily! Lift up your eyes, you down-trodden sons of man! If you are men you have a
brotherhood with Christ, and Christ is God! O you who have begun to despise yourselves and
think that you are merely sent to be drudges upon and slaves of sin, lift up your heads and ook
for redemption in the Son of Man who has broken the captives bonds!
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If you are Believers in the Christ of God, then you are also the children of God and if children
then heirs—heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ! What a fullness of consolation thereisin
this Truth, as well as of benediction, for if the Son of God is Man, then He understands me and
will have afellow feeling for me. He knows my unfitness to worship sometimes—He knows my
tendencies to grow weary and dull—He knows my pains, my trials and my griefs—

“He knows what fierce temptations mean,
For He has felt the same.”

Man, truly Man, yet sitting at the right hand of the Father, Y ou, O Savior, are the delight of my
soul! Is there not the richest comfort in this for you, the people of God? And, besides, there is
instruction, too, for God was manifest in the flesh. And if you desire to see God, you must see
Him in Christ Jesus.

It does not say God was veiled in the flesh, though under certain aspects that might be true, but
God was “manifest in the flesh.” The brightness of the sun might put out our eyes if we gazed
upon it and we must look through dark glasses and then the sun is manifested to us. So the
excessive glory of the infinite Godhead cannot be borne by our mind’s eyes till it comes into
communication and union with the nature of man and then God is manifest to us. My Soul, never
try to gaze upon an absolute God—the brightness will blind your eyes—even our God is a
consuming fire! Ask not to see God in fire in the bush, nor God in lightning upon Mount Sinai—
be satisfied to see God in the Man Christ Jesus, for there God is manifested!

Not al the glory of the sky and of the sea, nor the wonders of Creation or Providence can set
forth the Deity as does the Son of Mary, who from the manger went to the Cross and from the
Cross to the tomb—and from the tomb to His Eternal Throne. Behold, now, the Lamb of God,
for God is manifest in Him! People of God, look nowhere else for God! | shall leave the point
when | have asked a personal question. Have we, each one of us, seen God in Christ Jesus?
Remember, this is essential to salvation! We speak not now that which is harsh or severe—we
only speak that which is honest and true. If you rebel against it we can still say no less. You
cannot be right anywhere unless you are right about the Person of the Lord Jesus!

If you do not accept Him as the Son of God He cannot be a Savior to you. And without Him for a
Savior you are as surely lost as you are born, whatever profession you may make. | trust we can
say, many of us, “Yes, Jesus Christ isto us Lord, to the glory of God the Father and we worship
Him and obey Him, putting all our trust in Him and rendering our adoration to Him.” If you are
not now His worshippers, may the blessed Spirit bring you to Jesus and not suffer you to attempt
to go to the Father first, for the Lord Jesus has told us, “no man comes unto the Father but by
Me.” May you go to the Throne of God by the way of the Cross, for that is the only way—and
may you go by that road at once.

I1. The second clause concerns our Lord’ s vindication by the Spirit. He who was “manifest in the
flesh” was dso “JUSTIFIED IN THE SPIRIT.” When our Lord came in human flesh and
declared to be the Son of God there were many reasons why His statement would be doubted, for
He came in such poverty, weakness and disrepute. In any case, the appearance of God in flesh
would need great proof, but the circumstances which surrounded our Savior were such as to cast,
especialy in carnal minds, great doubt upon His pretensions.
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Our Lord, however the flesh might seem to cloud His claims, was “justified in the Spirit,” which
may mean, and perhaps does, that His spiritual Nature as Man was so elevated by His Godhead
that it abundantly justified His claim to be the Son of God. What a spirit was His for purity and
dignity! What nobility ever came near to His? What a mind was His! What wisdom dwelt in
Him! Even as a Child He baffled Rabbis and as a Man He confounded all who would entrap Him
in His speech. Was there ever such teaching as His? Listen to Him and you feel that the spirit
which flashes from those eyes and distils from those lips justifies His claim to be the Son of the
Highest.

Hearken, aso, to His words of command when His Godhead glows through His Humanity and
proves Him Divine. He speaks and it is done. He commands and it stands fast. At His bidding
waves sleep and winds rest—pain flees, strength returns, health smiles—and death lives! Has not
His spiritual Nature, by deeds so astounding, fully justified Him? And see, dear Friends, how He
was justified—not only by His own spirit, which worked beyond the reach and compass of all
other spirits—but He was justified by the Holy Spirit which rested upon Him without measure
and made His human spirit strong.

It was this anointing which made Him the chief of all Prophets, teachers and reveaers of the
mind of God. All who heard Him confessed His unrivalled power, even when they resisted it.
The Spirit of God bore witness in Him—His words were full of unction. The Spirit of God bore
witness with Him—His words went to men’s hearts. The Spirit of God bore witness to Christ and
justified al His claims at the time of His Baptism, when out of the excellent Glory there
appeared the form of a dove and a voice cried out of Heaven, “This is My beloved Son.” That
same Spirit justified Him audibly again in His Transfiguration. But silently and yet more
evidently the seal of God was always on Him—the Spirit witnessed to Him everywhere. Only
blind eyes, blinded by hate, refused to see the Divine light which hung about His every word and
act, as radiance enrobes a star!

Above dl, our Lord’'s claims were justified by the Spirit in His Resurrection, when He was
“declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness by His
resurrection from the dead.” Nor less so when, after 40 days, He was received up into Glory and
the Spirit of God justified all that Christ had said by coming down like a rushing mighty wind
and cloven tongues of fire and resting upon His disciples. If Christ had not risen from the dead
He would have been a convicted impostor. And after His rising from the dead, if the Spirit of
God had not been given, His claim would still have remained under a cloud!

But now it is clear that, “He has ascended on high and received gifts for men, yes, for the
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them,” for the scattering of the Spirit of
God among men was that promised largess which our mighty Conqueror distributed among His
people when He entered upon the possession of His crown. The Holy Spirit has justified Christ!
Thisis apart of the testimony of the Church—that Christ’s claims are to be justified by the spirit
of His teaching and also by the Holy Spirit whose supernatural power will accompany the
proclamation of the Gospel.
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Now, let the Church aways stand to this. | am afraid we are on wrong ground when we begin to
defend the Gospel by mere reason. The true defense of the Gospel is the Spirit of Christ—Jesus
isjustified in the Spirit—and needs no other justification. O, Brethren, if we exhibit the Spirit of
Christ we shall answer ridiculers and if the Spirit of God rests on the ministry of the Church,
ridiculers will ceaseto ridicule! They will see her glory and they will be ashamed.

The Holy Spirit is our strength, our glory, the abiding witness that our great Leader is Lord and
God. Brethren, has the Holy Spirit ever justified Christ in your soul? He has come to save—has
the Holy Spirit revealed Him as your Savior? He has come to blot out sin—has the Holy Spirit
ever revealed Him in al His power to pardon you? This is the sure vindication of Christ—your
own persona experience of His preciousness and His power! If the Holy Spirit has given you
that, none can confuse you! But if you have it not you lack the one thing necessary. God grant
you may not lack it long!

[11. The third clause of our hexapla is, “SEEN OF ANGELS.” This is an important point, for
angels had waited to see the Lord, patiently gazing on the Mercy Seat. There had been rumorsin
Heaven of this mystery of the manifold wisdom of God but they had not understood it. And it is
now in Christ that the mystery of Incarnate God has been revealed to them. If | may say so, the
brightness of the Godhead had confused even the angels. They were not able to see God, but
when God came and manifested Himself in the flesh, then God was seen of angels.

The Godhead was seen in Christ by angels as they had never seen it before. They had beheld the
attribute of justice. They had seen the attribute of power. They had marked the attribute of
wisdom and seen the prerogative of sovereignty. But never had angels seen love, condescension,
tenderness and pity in God as they saw these things resplendent in the Person and the life of
Christ! They were astounded to think that God was such a One. They knew Him to be thrice
holy, for they had chanted, “Holy, holy, holy,” in their perpetual song. But they did not know
Him to be Love—essential Love—as they knew it when they saw that, “He spared not His own
Son, but freely delivered Him up for us all.”

The angels, seeing God thus manifest in flesh, ministered to Him. They watched around the
manger. They were messengers to His foster parent to warn him of intended evil to the Child.
And they waited on the Redeemer in the desert of His temptation. One of their number
strengthened Him in the garden. Another rolled away the stone from His grave, while others sat
at the head and foot of the sepulcher where Jesus had lain. | doubt not it is true as we sang just
now—

“They brought His chariot from above,
To bear Him to His Throne;
Clapped their triumphant wings, and cried,
‘The glorious work is done.’”

Jesus was alone seen of angels and this is one reason why they sing so sweetly of Him—why
they tune their notes so heartily to the song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was sain,” for they saw
Him live and die—they saw Him labor and suffer and therefore is their song so vivid and so full
of adoration. “You were dain,” they sing, though they cannot add, “and have redeemed us unto
God by Your blood.”
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Now the joy of this truth lies here—it brings the angel host near to us, for they saw Jesus and
waited on Him and we see Him and therefore our eyes and the angels' eyes meet upon the Person
of Christ. We have one common love, one common Lord—and now the ministering spirits that
waited upon Him are ready to wait upon us. They love the members for the sake of the Head.
Beloved, we regjoice this day to know that Christ is Head of angels and principalities and powers,
as well as Head of His Church! And so, in Him broken unity is restored and the household of
God is one in Him. Angelic eyes beheld and loved—they still love and wonder. Fair spirits,
charmed with the beauty of our Bridegroom, you rejoice with us and make it your delight to
swell Histrain!

One question and we leave this point. Have you ever seen Jesus? He was seen of angels. Have
your eyes ever seen Him—your inner, spiritual eyes? If not, the Lord help you this morning to
look unto Him and be saved! It is nothing that He was seen of angels unless He is seen of me
also, even as of one born out of due time. O, to see Him as my Savior, my All and rest in Him!
Thisisthe main business. May God grant us that gladness!

V. Briefly, the fourth part of the great mystery does not look, at first sight, to be at all
mysterious. There is much of mystery in the facts that God was “manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, and seen of angels.” But the next appears very commonplace—"*PREACHED UNTO
THE GENTILES.” Yet it is not without a marvel. Those who reflect will see a great mystery of
Grace in it. Until Christ came, nothing was “preached to the Gentiles.” They were accounted
dogs, and few were the crumbs that fell to them from the Master’s table! But after our Lord had
ascended on high He was proclaimed to the Gentiles.

To a Jew, especially, this would seem a very strange thing. The Jew thought that if the Gentile
perished it was but a matter of course—but for the Gentiles to be visited with the Gospel was
strange, indeed! That God should work effectually in Peter to the Apostleship of the
circumcision was to them readily a matter of faith. But that the same should be equally mighty in
Paul towards the Gentiles was incredible! Well, blessed be God, you and | are partakers in this
mystery, for we have heard and believed the love which God has toward us! We are Gentiles,
also, but unto us has the Gospel been preached as well as unto the ancient people! Yes, and we
have been more highly favored than they, for at this day more are the children of the desolate
than the children of the married wife.

God has multiplied the seed of Abraham after the Spirit among the Gentiles, whereas the seed of
Abraham after the flesh have, in these times, rejected the Savior. Regoice then, in the mystery
that Christ is preached among the Gentiles! Mark you, preached! For He is to be set forth in that
manner. The Church is ever to maintain this great, incontrovertible mystery that the setting forth
of Christ to the Gentiles is to be by preaching and not by any other means of man’s devising.
Suppose | could take my pencil, now, and draw the Savior with such matchless skill that a
Raffaelle or a Titian could not rival me? God has never ordained that Christ should so be set
forth to the Gentiles.
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Or, suppose | should perform the ceremony of the “mass’ with al the exactness and with al the
gorgeousness which the Church of Rome would require? Such a setting forth of Christ among
the Gentiles would not be according to the Divine mystery. Christ is to be preached among the
Gentiles! The appointed way of manifesting the Incarnate God to the sons of men is by
preaching—the Church must always maintain this! The strongest castle of the walls of Zion for
offense and defense must always be the pulpit. God is pleased by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe!

| hate to see, as| do sometimesin certain modern buildings, the pulpit stuck in the corner and the
altar in the most conspicuous place. The atar of sacrifice, indeed! The place of defilement and
remembrance of sin—how come is that in the holy place at all? God has never ordained it to be
there! Where in Holy Scripture have we mention of a material altar in the assemblies of
Believers? Our only altar is the spiritual Altar of our Lord’'s Person, whereof they have no right
to eat that serve the tabernacle of outward forms of rites and ceremonies. Altars belong to Jews
and heathens and even they never bow before them! None but your Popish idolaters have falen
so low as that!

The most prominent agency in the Church of God is the preaching of Christ—this is the trumpet
of Heaven and the battering ram of Hell! By this door salvation comes, for faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God—and how shall they hear without a preacher? God’'s
way of creating faith in men’s heartsis not by pictures, music, or symbols, but by the hearing of
the Word of God! This may seem a strange thing—but strange let it seem, for it is a mystery—
and a great mystery, but a fact beyond all controversy! Let the Church forever maintain that
Christ is to be preached unto the Gentiles!

A part of the greatness of the mystery lies in the persons who preached the Gospdl. It was a
strange thing that Jesus should be preached unto the Gentiles by unlearned and ignorant men.
One of the Apostles, it is true, was of another class, but he declares that he never preached with
excellency of speech. He declared that in al simplicity he laid bare the mystery of God in plain
language. It was wonderful that Christ should be preached unto the Gentiles so rapidly. It was
but the other day the 120 were in the upper room and within a few years there was no part of the
civilized globe which had not heard the name of Jesus! They had penetrated Scythia. They had
subdued the barbarians—their only weapon being the Cross!

They had triumphed at Athens, in the stronghold of classic learning. They had passed into Rome
and set up the Cross amidst the luxurious vices of the capital. No place was un-trodden by the
Christian missionary and no place was unaffected by the power of the Gospel which he preached.
This is a great mystery—may the Lord repeat the mystery again and again! O that preaching
might once again be recognized to be God's power unto salvation and used everywhere—in the
Church, in the lecture hall, in the street—in foreign lands and at home! The voice of the Truth of
God in the preaching of Jesusis the great power of God!
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One question here, and we leave it—Have you reverently heard the Gospel? For there goes with
the declaration that God saves through preaching, the warning, “Take heed how you hear.” If
God waits to bless by hearing, woe unto the men who hear inattentively and disrespectfully! Woe
unto the hearers who are not doers of the Word! A responsibility goes with hearing and God
grant that you may be obedient hearers so that we who preach may give a good account of you at
the last—that our ministry may not have been in vain—but may have been to you the voice of
God to your salvation.

V. And now the fifth part of the mystery is a very remarkable one. Like that which preceded, it
does not appear to be mysterious on the surface, but it is so—“BELIEVED ON IN THE
WORLD.” This is the most glorious of al the six points, this wonderful fact that Jesus is
“believed on in the world.” Why, when the humble preachers first went out to tell of Jesus, their
story was so strange you could not imagine that any would believe it! And then the doctrines that
they taught were so contrary to al the prejudices of flesh and blood, so humbling to human
pride, so insulting to al our self-esteem that it was not probable that men would accept them!
And the world, too, what aworld it was!

It was steeped up to its throat in cruelty, in vice, in luxury, in sins infamous and
unmentionable—and was it likely that a pure Savior with a perfect doctrine like His would find
followers? But He did—He was “believed on in the world.” Why, | think the first preachers must
have been ready to leap for joy when they found that men believed them! If | had been Peter, |
should scarcely have slept for joy for many a night if 1 had found 3,000 willing to believe my
testimony and willing to be baptized into Christ! And Paul—oh, | thinks with al his sorrows, he
must have been a very happy man—must have been struck with wonder to see that though he
went into idolatrous lands to tell this new, strange and incredible story, yet in every place there
were found men or women who received it joyfully!

Hark well that the Church is bound to maintain this mystery—that it is by believing in Christ that
the efficacy of His Sacrifice comes to men. The mystery is not that Christ is served in the world,
that is not put here—nor that Christ is worshipped in the world, that is not the first point—those
things will be sure to follow. But the vital mystery is that Christ is “believed on in the world,”
that is to say, trusted as the Savior! Men leave all other trusts and trust in Him! They give up
their self-righteousness. They leave their vaunted sacraments. They forsake all ways and modes
of self-salvation and come and trust in Christ—thisis the great mystery!

“Well,” says one, “I do not see that there is a mystery in it.” Have you ever believed in Jesus
yourself, beloved Friend? If you have, you will say, “thisisthe finger of God.” Belief in Jesusis
as great a work of Divine power as the making of this globe. One of the visitors to this place
lately said, “1 am willing to be a Believer if the preacher can persuade me.” Very likely, but no
preacher can create true faith—it needs a mightier power than the preacher’s, even the power of
the Holy Spirit! God gives to His elect the blessing of faith and others willfully remain in
unbelief. Faith, smple asiit is, is supernatural, Divine and not to be attained by human aid, nor
human eloquence. They who have it know that it is a blessed mystery, this believing on Jesus
Christ in the world. Have you this faith? Do you believe in Jesus? Everything else in my text
leads up to this.
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If He is manifest in the flesh, what is that unless | believe in Him? What if He isjustified in the
Spirit? What is that unless faith in Him justifies me? What if He is seen of angels, how does that
help me unless | see Him, too? And even if He is preached among the Gentiles, that does but
involve greater guilt upon my soul if, after hearing, | have not believed in Him. O dear Hearers, |
may not speak to you much longer and every time that | am kept away from addressing you | feel
adeep anxiety that by some means my preaching may be made effectual to your salvation. Many
of you have believed in my Lord—this is my comfort—but, on the other hand, how many there
are who still hear, and hear, and hear, and that is al? How long will you wait? How long will
you cause me to labor for nothing? No one is so worth trusting as the Savior is and nothing is so
true as that He came to save sinners!

VI. The last point of the Church’s witness is that Jesus was “RECEIVED UP INTO GLORY.”
Only this word about it—He was so received because His work is finished. He would never have
gone into His Glory if He had not finished al His toil. He would have accepted no reward had
He not fully earned it. My Soul, do you believe that Christ is received up into Glory? That will
let you know that you are resting in a finished work, an Atonement which has put away all sin, a
satisfaction which has made all Believers accepted in the Beloved. He has gone into Glory, thus
Heis personally rewarded.

And moreover, He has thus representatively taken possession of al that He has purchased. Is
Christ in Glory? Then the Believer is in Glory—not literally but in his Covenant Head. What
Christ takes possession of He claimsin our name—"1 go to prepare a place for you.” O you who
sorrow over the present, rejoice also, for even now at this moment Heaven is yours—your Jesus
has taken possession in your name! And oh, it isjoyous to know that our great Lord is eternally
exalted! If He were not exalted what comfort could we have? He is received up into Glory!

Men say He is not God—they cannot hurt Him, for He isreceived up into Glory! They revile His
Gospel—they cannot dim the luster of His crown, He is received up into Glory! They would
gladly slay His people if they could, but He is received up into Glory! They struggle and they
strive against His cause and would gladly overthrow it—but O, what does it matter? He is
everlastingly exalted and He will shortly come—that same Jesus who was received into Glory
shall so come, in like manner as He was seen to go up into Heaven!

Here are great wells of comfort! He has gone to His Glory and has taken to Himself His great
power! But every hour is bringing nearer the time when He shall lay bare His sword in the midst
of His foes and shall unveil His face in the midst of His friends! Let us regoice in Him this day
and go our way to bear with all the Church of the living God the six-fold testimony of our text
concerning our precious Savior. Amen.

Sermon No. 1087
Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit
Adapted from
The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software

Special Note.
Hexapla, (Christian Religious Writings/ Bible) an edition of the Old Testament compiled by
Origen, containing six versions of the text; from Greek hexaploos, six-fold.
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1TIMOTHY 4

1 Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in the latter times some shall depart

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,

4:1. expressly. without doubt.

4:1. shall depart from the faith.

Acts 20:29 For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock.

Matthew 24:23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, hereis Christ, or there; believe it not.
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, |
have told you before. 26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go
not forth: behold, heisin the secret chambers; believeit not.

4:1. doctrines of devils. demons.

Doctrines of the Devils

Doctrine of Celibacy. The evil of this religious dogma of the Church of Rome has been made
manifest in an aarming way in recent years through the Catholic sex abuse cases. There have
been a series of convictions, trials and investigations of child sexual abuse, crimes committed
by Catholic priests, nuns and members of Roman Catholic orders against children as young
as 3 years old with the maority between the ages of 11 and 14. These cases included
invasion sex of the vilest nature. There have been criminal prosecutions of the abusers and
civil lawsuits against the church's dioceses and parishes. Many of the cases span severd
decades and are brought forward years after the abuse occurred. Cases have aso been
brought against members of the Catholic hierarchy who did not report sex abuse allegations
to the legal authorities. It has been shown they deliberately moved sexually abusive prieststo
other parishes where the abuse sometimes continued. This has led to a number of fraud cases
where the Church has been accused of misleading victims by deliberately relocating priests
accused of abuse instead of removing them from their positions (Wikipedia, Article, Catholic
Sex Abuse Cases).

Doctrine of Special Meals. Despite the divine freedom given to eat, after prayer, what God
has created, and declared to be good, millions of religious people have scruples against eating
meat. While being a vegetarian might be a preference of personal choice, making it a
religious dogmais wrong.

The God is“Dead” Theology. It is argued that the concepts by which we speak of God are no
longer relevant. God is now revealed in Secular Theology. Someone has said, “He who is
wedded to the spirit of this age, will find himself awidower in the next.”
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e The New Age Movement. The objective of the New Age movement is to create a spirituality
without borders or confining dogmas. It isinclusive and pluralistic, which means that truth is
either relative, or non-existent.

With each passing century, new doctrinal errors are produced, and proclaimed by demons, and
presented to challenge the Church, and the historic saving faith, which we believe.

2 Speaking liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

| 4:2. seared. cauterized.

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

4:3. which. God has ordained both marriage, and good food.
4:3. meats. foods.

4:3. of them which believe. Only the Christian can truly give thanks for food, for it flows from
faithin Him.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received
with thanksgiving:

4:4. For. Paul explains why it is possible to eat all foods. “ Every creation of God is good.”

Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth day. With this understanding, the nature of God is seen
to be gracious and generous.

5 For it issanctified by the word of God and prayer.

4:5. sanctified. set apart.

4:5. by the Word of God. This may be a reference to the teaching of the Word of God. God
Himself stands behind the goodness of His creation.

4:5. and prayer. Christians should say grace prior to eating. Whenever the Lord Jesus took food,
He blessed it.
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6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine,
whereunto thou hast attained.

4:6. If thou put. Christians must be built up in the faith. Doctrine is important.

4.6. nourished up. trained.

7 But refuse profane and old wives fables, and exercise thyself rather unto
godliness.

4:7. old wives fables. Historically, old wives tales have their origin in the oral tradition of
storytelling. These stories were generally created by women, telling stories to each other, or to
children. The stories attempted to teach practical lessons, and make difficult concepts like death
or coming of age, easy for others to understand. Sometimes these stories are used to scare
children so they do not do certain things. Every culture has “old wives fables.”

4:7. exercise. train.

8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of thelife that now is, and of that whichisto come.

4:8. exercise. A disciplined life is expected. The believer is to refuse everything that hinders and
distracts from godliness.

9 Thisisafaithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.

4:9. afaithful saying. A reference to the teaching of verse 8.
Four Faithful Sayingsin Scripture

e 1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief.

e 1 Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now is, and of that which isto come. 9 Thisis a faithful saying
and worthy of all acceptation.

e 2 Timothy 2:11 It isa faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:
e Titus3:8 Thisisa faithful saying, and these things | will that thou affirm constantly, that they

which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good
and profitable unto men.
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10 For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living
God, who isthe Savior of al men, specially of those that believe.

4:10. the living God. This expression is a term which in the New Testament relates God as the
Creator to all men. Acts 14:15 And saying, Srs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like
passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living
God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:

4:10 the Savior of al men. In context, Paul argues that God is not merely the Saviour of a few
ascetics (note verses 3, 4). God's offer of salvation applies to all men without distinction. To
reassure any Christian who was concerned by the exclusive claims of the heretics, Paul declares
that God is especially the Saviour of believers. This passage should not be taken out of its
context to teach universalism, or that Christ died for all sins of all men without exception. Christ
died to save His people from their sins. Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS for he shall save his people fromtheir sins.

Various I nter pretations of
“All Men”

4:10. al men. He is the Savior of all men so that Universalism is in view. But, if that is being
taught, why add “specially” of those that believe. It would be unnecessary.

4:10. al men. Heis the Savior of al kinds of men. If Distributive Salvation, and young and old,
male and female, kings and peasants are in view, the problem till exists, for everyone is again
saved.

4:10. al men. He is the Savior of all men IF, out of their free will, they believe. But thisis not
what the text says for the will is not free, it isin bondage to sin, and must be made free.

4:10. all men. Heisthe Savior of all men potentially, effectually of the believers.

4:10. all men. Heisthe Savior of al men. That is what the text says. So the text must have a non-
soteriological (non-salvation) sense. What is meant here is that He is the preserver of al men,
specialy of those that believe. Or, He is the deliverer of all men, specialy of those that believe.
Psalms 36:6 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O
Lord, thou preservest man and beast. The sense of the text is that God preserves the lives of all
men, but He is the Savior, especially, of those that believe.

Special Note.

Notice the language of 1 Timothy 4:16. “ Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue
in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” Can a man save
himself? No. Impossible (Ephesians 2:8-9). How then can Timothy “save” himself? In context,
the idea is that Timothy can preserve himself, he can deliver himself from apostasy, if he will
give heed to Bible doctrine, and continue in the faith. So there is a sense in which the word
“save’, isused in anon-soteriological way.
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Training for Ministry

11 These things command and teach.

| 4:11. These things. A reference to all that has gone before.

Personal and Private Ministry

12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, [in spirit], in faith, in purity.

4:12. despise. think little of. There are two extremes to avoid. One extreme is to think that only
older men can effectively be an elder or deacon. The other extreme is to reject a person because
they are young. The main issue is the maturity of the person.

4:12. thy youth. Young people tend to talk too much, to talk beyond their knowledge. Another
area of concern is that the youth do not live up to high expectations. “ Timothy, learn to control
your tongue, and be an example in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, and in moral purity.”
4:12. thy youth. (GK. neotes). A reference to someone 40 years old or younger.

4:12. conversation. manner of life.

4:12. charity. love. Agapao love is a love that gives. It is directed towards others in sacrifice.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

4:12. in spirit. The words “in spirit”, are not in the original.

4:12. in faith. The sense here is that of faithfulness. There is the absence of the definite article.

The idea is that of loyalty. “Timothy, be steady. Be loyal to Christ, and to the church, despite
what happens.”

4:12. in purity. moral purity.

The Public Ministry

13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

4:13. attendance. attention. This word means “to take heed to.”

4:13. to reading. The reading was in the Scriptures, particularly the Law and the Prophets, and
then any apostolic leaders. The reading of the Word was important to the early church, asit had
been important in the worship of the synagogues.
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e Acts 13:15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent
unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people,
say on.

e Acts 15:21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the
synagogues every Sabbath day.

e 1 Thessalonians 5:27 | charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy
brethren.

e Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written therein: for thetimeis at hand.

Special Note.

Justin Martyr, who wrote the First Apology in the 2nd century, tells us a great deal about the
church in the 2nd century. In one part of his First Apology he describes the meetings of the
church on Sunday. They observed the Lord's Supper every Sunday. Then there was the reading
of the Scripture, followed by exhortations.

4:13. exhortation. This word refers to words of comfort, words of rebuke, and words of
exhortation. The book of Hebrews is a doctrinal book, and it is a book of exhortation. Hebrews
13:22 And | beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for | have written a letter unto
you in few words.

4:13. teaching. Over the course of time, every believer should know something about the great
doctrines of the Bible.

Theology Proper The Study of God

Bibliology The Study of the Bible
Anthropology The Study of Mankind
Soteriology The Study of Salvation

Pneumatology =~ The Study of the Holy Spirit
Ecclesiology The Study of the Church
Eschatology The Study of the Future

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the
laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

4:14. the gift. Timothy was given the gift of being a pastor-teacher.

The Gift
e The Gift Recognized. Acts 16:2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at
Lystra and Iconium.
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e The Gift Confirmed. 1 Timothy 1:18 This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according
to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

e The Gift Perfected. 2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore | put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the
gift of God, which isin thee by the putting on of my hands.

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting
may appear to all.

4:15. meditate. ponder. “ Timothy, do whatever you can to develop your spiritual gifts’. A closed
mind, and intellectual dloth, are sins, in the study of the Word of God.

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing
this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

4:16. Take heed unto thy self, and unto the doctrine. The two go hand in hand. No one can lead
another person to a higher spiritual status than that which he has obtained.

4:16. Take heed unto thy self. “Gladstone was one of Britain's greatest Prime Ministers. Men
sometimes ask him what the secret of his success was. He said, ‘Concentration.” Disragli was
his mortal enemy. They asked Disraeli what was his secret of success. He said, ‘ Persistency of
purpose.’ There was one more famous Prime Minister than either of these two, Daniel. And the
thing that was characteristic of him was that he purposed in his heart. ‘Take heed to thyself and
to the doctrine’” (S. Lewis Johnson).

4:16. save thyself. Timothy was to save himself, he was to deliver himself, from apostasy by
giving himself to sound Bible doctrine. Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling. Those who deliver themselves from false teaching are
able to help deliver others as well.

Doctrine of Timothy
1. Timothy (venerating God) was a convert, and afriend of Paul the apostle.

2. Timothy was the son of a mixed marriage that, while unlawful, was frequent in the later
periods of Jewish history. His mother was a Jewess, and his father, whose name is not
known, was a Greek.

e Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but
his father was a Greek: 2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra
and Iconium. 3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised
him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father
was a Greek.
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. Thebiblical portrait of Timothy's early life indicates a godly mother and grandmother, full of
compassion and faith, who carefully instructed him in the Scriptures, to place in his heart the
hope for the Messiah of Israel.

e 2 Timothy 1:5 When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and | am persuaded that in
thee al 0.

e 2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which isin Christ Jesus.

. Because he lived in Lystra, Timothy was far removed from the larger colonies of Israglite
families.

. Nevertheless, he was brought up in a thoroughly Jewish environment, with the limitation
being he had not been circumcised. According to Jewish belief, this meant he was not within
the sphere of God' s ancient covenant.

. In the providence of the Lord, Timothy came under the ministry of Paul when he made his
first vigit to that city.

e Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his
father was a Greek:

. At that time Timothy was probably converted (Acts 14:6; cf. 2 Timothy 1:5).

. While no mention is made of Timothy until the time of Paul's second visit, it is probable that
his spiritual life and growth in grace, and knowledge of Christ, took place under the care of
the elders of the church.

e Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed
with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

. The spiritual maturity of Timothy was openly recognized. He was considered to be especially
suited for the work of the ministry, and was ordained to that end. .

e 1 Timothy 1:18 This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

e 1 Timothy 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

10. So impressed was Paul with Timothy, he desired to have him as a traveling companion.

11. In an unusual act of social expediency, Paul circumcised Timothy, in order to take away a

point of controversy, and in order to have a more effective ministry.



65

e Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his
father was a Greek:

e Acts 16:3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him
because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a
Greek.

12. The action of Paul, in circumcising Timothy, has been considered inconsistent with his
principle and conduct in refusing to circumcise Titus.

e Galatians 2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised: 4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in
privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage:

13. Some Bible scholars see a difference. One author notes, "The two cases are, however,
entirely different. In the latter there was an attempt to enforce circumcision as necessary to
salvation; in the former it was performed as a voluntary act, and ssimply on prudential
grounds" (Haley, Alleged Discrepancies, p. 260).

14. Even if the act of circumcision was voluntary, and for the sake of gospel expediency, the
guestion still arises whether or not the ritual should have been performed. The church has
always struggled with cultural influences, and how to respond, in an appropriate manner.

15. Once Timothy united with Paul officially he became one of the apostle’'s most faithful
companions.

16. Together they, along with Silvanus and probably Luke also, journeyed to Philippi.

e Acts 16:12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia,
and a colony: and we werein that city abiding certain days.

17. In the city of Philippi, the young evangelist was already conspicuous for his spirituality and
religious fervor.

e Philippians 2:19 But | trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that |
also may be of good comfort, when | know your state. 20 For | have no man likeminded,
who will naturally care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are
Jesus Christ's. 22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath
served with me in the gospel.

18. Apparently Timothy remained at Philippi to guide the infant church.

19. Later, Timothy will appear at Berea, where he remained with Silas, after Paul's departure,
joining Paul at Athens.
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e Acts 17:14 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go asit were to the sea:
but Slas and Timotheus abode there till.

20. From Athens, Timothy returned to Thessalonica, because he had unusua gifts of
compassion, and teaching.

e 1 Thessalonians 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our
fellow-labourer in the gospel of Chrigt, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning
your faith:

21. After serving in Thessalonica, Timothy left for Corinth, for his name is united with Paul's in
the opening words of both letters written from that city to the Thessalonians.

e 1 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Slvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the
Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto
you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

e 2 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Slvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

22. Of the five following years of hislife, thereis no record.

23. Timothy is next mentioned, as being sent forward to do advance work when the apostle was
considering along journey that was to include Macedonia, Achaia, Jerusalem, and Rome.

e Acts 19:22 S0 he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus
and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.

24. 1t is probable that Timothy returned by the same route, and met Paul according to a previous
arrangement.
e 1 Corinthians 16:10 Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear:
for he worketh the work of the Lord, as | also do.

25. If Timothy united with Paul at Rome, then he was with the apostle when the second epistle
was written to the church of Corinth (2 Corinthians 1:1).

26. Timothy then returned with the apostle to Corinth, from which place he sent greeting to the
disciples whom he had known personally at Corinth, but who had since gone to Rome. So the
letters crossed back and forth.

e Romans 16:21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my
kinsmen, salute you.

27. When Paul decided to visit Philippi, Timothy went ahead with some friends, to await for the
apostle' s arrival on adifferent ship.
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Acts 20:3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was
about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. 4 And there
accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and
Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. 5
These going before tarried for us at Troas. 6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the
days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days, where we abode
seven days.

28. No further mention is made of Timothy until he reunited with the apostle, probably soon after
hisarrival in Rome.

29. Timothy was with Paul when the epistles to the Philippians, the Colossians, and Philemon
were written (Philippians 1:1; 2:19; Colossians 1:1; Philemon 1).

30. It appears from 1 Timothy 1:3, that Timothy and Paul, after the release of the apostle from
his imprisonment, revisited the pro-consular of Asia.

31. Then, the apostle continued his journey to Macedonia while Timothy remained, half-
reluctantly, even weeping at the separation (2 Timothy 1:4) at Ephesus to stop if possible the
outgrowth of heresy, and licentiousness that had sprung up there.

32. In the church of Ephesus, Timothy had to perform the following pastoral duties.

Timothy had to exercise rule over presbyters, some older than himself. 1 Timothy 4:12
Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Timothy also had to give righteous judgments. 1 Timothy 5:1 Rebuke not an elder, but
intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 1 Timothy 5:19 Against an
elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 20 Them that sin
rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

Timothy had to regulate the giving of alms, and the treatment of certain women. 1
Timothy 5:3 Honour widows that are widows indeed. 4 But if any widow have children or
nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents. for that
is good and acceptable before God. 5 Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate,
trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day. 6 But she that
liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth. 7 And these things give in charge, that they
may be blameless. 8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 9 Let not a widow be taken
into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man, 10 Well
reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers,
if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently
followed every good work.
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Timothy had to ordain overseers and deacons. 1 Timothy 3:1 This is a true saying, If a
man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to
hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up
with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good
report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8
Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given to much wine, not
greedy of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 10 And let
these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.
11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. 12 Let
the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.
13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good
degree, and great boldness in the faith which isin Christ Jesus.

33. Because these pastora responsibilities were of grave consequences, Paul was anxious that
Timothy remain loyal to the cause of Christ. Paul expressed his desire to see him again.

2 Timothy 4:9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:

2 Timothy 4:21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and
Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.

34. It is not clear whether Timothy was able to fulfill the apostle’slast request.

35. According to an old tradition, Timothy continued to act as bishop of Ephesus and suffered
martyrdom under Domitian, the Roman emperor, from AD 81 — 96, or Nerva, the Roman
emperor, from AD 96-98.

Special Note.

Domitian was born Titus Flavius Domitianus (AD 51 — 96).

Nervawas born Marcus Cocceius Nerva (AD 35 - 98).
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1TIMOTHY 5
The Administration of the Local Church

A Limited Social Function

Concerning the Widows
1Timothy 5:1-16

1 Rebuke not an elder but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as
brethren,;

5:1. elder. In context, the reference is to someone older than Timothy, but someone who is in
need of censure. Affection, respect, and brotherliness must be present. Rebuking is a proper
procedure, but it must done with love.

2 The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with al purity.

5:2. with all purity. Because much temptation is associated with youth, this exhortation is added.
It is needed at any age, if the truth be told. It is not an easy injunction to obey. 2 Timothy 2:22
Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with themthat call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.

3 Honor widows that are widows indeed.

5:3. widow. A distinction needs to be made between those who are widows in need, and those
who had family members. First, a “widow indeed” is one who is not rich, but is destitute.
Second, a“widow indeed” is one who has a Christian reputation of service.

5:3. honor. provide for them financialy.

Special Note.

Ignatius of Antioch, who was martyred about AD 117, wrote in one of his epistles, “Let not
widows be neglected, after the Lord be Thou their guardian.” Philo of Alexandria (d. AD 50),
argued that widows should be taken of because it is natural to do so. He argues that in nature, the
older storks, in the animal kingdom, are taken care of by the younger storks, for storks are
naturally faithful to an established nesting site.

4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at
home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.

5:4. nephews. lit. grandchildren. Christians should take care of the widows. Christian children
should honor their parents, and make sure their needs are taken care of .
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5 Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth
in supplications and prayers night and day.

5:5. awidow indeed. One whose husband was dead.
5:5. desolate. without support.

5:5. prayers. Since this word is in the plural, the reference is probably to public prayers. Luke
2:36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she
was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 37 And she
was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night and day.

6 But shethat liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.

5:6. is dead while she liveth. People can be dead in trespasses and sin, though physicaly alive. It
ispossibleto live auselesslife for personal pleasure.

Characteristics of the Person
whois“Dead” while Alive

e Such aperson has an accusing conscience. Romans 2:15
e Such aperson has a defiled conscience. 1 Corinthians 8:7; Titus 1:15
e Such aperson has aweak conscience. 1 Corinthians 8:12
e Such aperson has a seared conscience. 1 Timothy 4:2
e Such aperson has an evil conscience. Hebrews 10:22
e Such aperson longs for a good conscience. 1 Peter 3:21
Characteristics of the Person
whois*Alive’ to God
e Such aperson has a conscience sensitiveto sin. John 8:9
e Such aperson has a holy boldness. Acts 23:1; Romans 9:1
e Such aperson has no unconfessed, or unforgivensin.  Acts 24:16
e Such aperson respects divinely established authority. Romans 13:5
e Such aperson has a good testimony. 2 Corinthians 1:12
e Such aperson has renounced dishonesty. 2 Corinthians 4:2
e Such aperson has a pure conscience. 1 Timothy 1:5; 3:9; 2 Timothy 1:3
e Such aperson has a purged conscience. Hebrews 9:14; 10:2
e Such aperson prays for a good conscience. Hebrews 13:18
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“Jesus, keep me near the Cross;
There a precious fountain,
Freeto al —ahealing stream —
Flows from Calvary's mountain.

In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, atrembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the bright and morning Star
Shed its beams around me.

In the cross, in the cross,
Bemy glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadow o'er me.

In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever,
Till 1 reach the golden strand
Just beyond the river.

In the cross, in the cross,
Bemy glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.”

7 And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.

| 5:7. givein charge. lit. transmit in a message.
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8 But if any provide not for his own, and specialy for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

Widowsin theLord’ s Service
1 Timothy 5:9-1

9 Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore [60] years old,
having been the wife of one man.

5:9. taken into the number. be enrolled. There was an official church list of those who were to be
taken care of.

5:9. threescore. 60. At the age of 60, many other distractions cease and it is easier to concentrate
on spiritual matters. Especially in the ancient world, 60 was an old age.

5:9. wife of one man. a one man woman. One who was faithful in marriage.

10 Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have
lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints feet, if she have relieved the
afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.

Twelve Qualifications before a Widow
wasto be Taken Care of by the Church

She must be awidow indeed, or destitute, and without support.

She must not have any relatives that could take care of her.

She must be at |east 60 years of age.

She must have been faithful in marriage, and the wife of only one man.
She must be one that trusts in God.

She must be one that continues in supplications and prayers night and day.
She must have a good report, and be known for her good works.

She must have been a good mother, reflected in godly children.

She must be known for hospitality, having lodged strangers.

She must be known for humility, by having washed the saint’ s feet.

She must be generous to others, and known to have relieved the afflicted.
She must be known to have diligently followed every good work.

11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton
against Christ, they will marry;

5:11. wax wanton. Lit. turn away.
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| 5:11. they will marry. Thisisthe will of wish; they wish to marry.

12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.

5:12. damnation. judgment.
Two Reasonsfor Young Widowsto Marry

e Thereisdanger in turning away from a hasty pledge made to Christ. 1 Timothy 5:11-12
e Thereisdanger in becoming idle and causing mischief. 1 Timothy 5:13

13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and
not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought
not.

5:13. tattlers. garrulous, gossips.

5:13. busybodies. Gk. periergos. This word is used for those who are mettlesome, but it is also
used for those who engage in the magical arts (Acts 19). The temptation arises for women, who
areidle, to become enamored with horoscopes, magic, spells, and matters related to the occult.

14 | will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house,
give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

5:14. 1 will that the younger women marry.
5:14. guide. manage.
5:14. adversary. enemy.

Four Noble Responsibilitiesfor Christian Women
Marry.
Bear children.
Manage the house.
Be circumspect in behavior and speech.

15 For some are already turned aside after Satan.

16 If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and
let not the Church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.
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5:16. man or woman. Lit. If any woman who is abeliever. In this 16th verse, the Greek text says
that, if any believing woman have widows, let them aid them, and let not the church be charged.
The word for “man” is not in the original. The responsibility, according to the text, fals on the
believing woman. It refers to the female who has a widow as a member of a household,
evidently not areal close relative, perhaps even a friend, or a servant, who is yet a widow, and
the responsibility rests upon her to provide, in order that the church may relieve the widows that
are widows indeed (S. Lewis Johnson).

5:16. be charged. be burdened with.

A Return tothe Elders,
the Officials of the Church

17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially
they who labor in the word and doctrine.

5:17. elders. The elders are the same as the bishops of 1 Timothy 3:1-7; pastors. Thereisto be a
plurality of eldersin the local church. There are also two types of elders. While al elders rule,
some have gifts of ministry, such as the gift of pastor-teacher, exhortation, or evangelism.

5:17. double honor. respect and financial remuneration. The reason for remuneration is found in
v. 18.

5:17. especially they who labor. The principle of reward, according to work, is a biblical
principle.

18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.
And, The laborer isworthy of his reward.

5:18. the scripture saith. Deuteronomy 25:4 Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out
the corn.This was a merciful provision. There is a God given right to participate in the reward of
the labor in which he is engaged.

5:18. And. The laborer is worthy of his reward. This expression comes from Luke 10:7. “ And in
the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy
of his hire. Go not from house to house.” Notice that the term “Scripture’, also applies to the
gospel of Luke 10:7, which is part of the New Testament. So when we read in 2 Timothy 3:16,
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” it includes the Old Testament, and the New
Testament.

5:18. the scripture saith. Once more Paul appeals to the Law to establish a New Testament
practice. The Law is not “dead”, as many insist today in some theological circles.

Special Note.
Paul quotes Deuteronomy 25:4 again in 1 Corinthians 9:9.
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19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.

5:19. witnesses. In the Old Testament no one was to be accused, elder or not, except before two
or three witnesses. Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any
iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth
of three witnesses, shall the matter be established. Once more Paul appeals to the Old Testament,
and thus to the Law, to establish a principle and practice of the New Covenant. Therefore, no
system of theology should ever pit Moses against Christ, or Law against Grace. The attempt to
make Christians suspect the place of the Law, especially the Mora Law, in the life of the
believer, iswrong.

5:19. receive not an accusation. God has moved to protect His ministers. If practiced, this
ordinance would do away with alot of malicious talk.

20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

5:20. Them that sin. This applies to al church members, but elders in particular. If an elder has
sinned, they should be rebuked before all the elders. By administering discipline to elders that
sin, the principle of impartiaity is applied. Rank has no special privileges when it comes to
accountability.

5:20. before dll. A referenceto all the elders.

5:20 that others also may fear. A holy fear is part of the Christian’s experience.

21 | charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that
thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by
partiaity.

5:21. elect. chosen.

5:21. preferring. esteeming.

22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other mens sins. keep
thyself pure

5:22. keep thyself pure. In context, this is a reference by not putting men into a holy office too
quickly. Elders are not to be ordained too quickly. The elder that violates this principle, will live
to regret not spiritually vetting a candidate for this office.
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23 Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomachs sake and thine
often infirmities.

5:23. use alittle wine. Care must be taken not to insist on Total Abstinence as a guiding principle
of the Christian’s life. The servant is not above his Master, and Jesus, not only drank wine, He
made the best wine. Jesus openly confessed He drank wine, and so opened Himself up to false
accusations.

e Matthew 11:19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man
gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of
her children.

e John 2:1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus
was there: 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3 And when they
wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, what have | to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6 And there were set there six waterpots of
stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 7
Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8
And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they
bare it. 9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not
whence it was. (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called
the bridegroom, 10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine;
and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine
until now. 11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth
his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

Special Note.

If a person is under persona conviction about consuming alcoholic beverages, then, in good
conscience, he must refrain. In Jewish society there was the Nazarite Vow (Numbers 6:2-3-4). In
the New Testament times, it was the practice of the Gnostics to practice “tee-totaling” as aform
of asceticism. Paul may be speaking against those cultural influences. What Paul says here, is
that to make Total Abstinence a church policy iswrong. Now, drunkenness is aways wrong, and
is soundly condemned (Romans 13:13; Galatians 5:21). There are times when strong drink is not
to be taken, as there are occasionswhen it is

Proverbs 31:4-6 observes this dual concept. In Proverbs 31, we read that Bathsheba did not want
her son, Solomon, to drink to excess, but she was wise enough to not put a total prohibition on
strong drink.

Proverbs 31:1 The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother [Bathsheba] taught him.

Proverbs 31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes
strong drink: 5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the
afflicted. 6 Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of
heavy hearts. 7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.
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Wineis aso good for medicinal reasons. “Hippocrates, recommends moderate drafts of wine for
a patient for whose stomach, water alone, is dangerous. And Plutarch, another ancient author not
too far from Old Testament times, states that wine is the most useful of drinks, and the
pleasantest of medicines. So the apostle is telling Timothy then, knowing his spirit, knowing his
physical condition, do not alow ascetic rules to so grip you that you fail to take a little wine
because of the weakness of your body” (S. Lewis Johnson).

24 Some mens sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some
men they follow after.

5:24. Sins of individuals are often hidden for a long time. Therefore, it is good to be patient
before ordaining an elder.

25 Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that
are otherwise cannot be hid.

5:25. The good works of many, though done in humility and secret, will eventualy be made
known. What verses 24-25 teach together, is that it is good to patiently wait for God the Holy
Spirit to make manifest those who are not qualified to be an elder, and those who are.
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1TIMOTHY 6

1 Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of
al honor, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.

6:1. Timothy was an apostolic legate, which means he was a representative of the apostle. Paul
sent Timothy, and Titus, to various congregations, to set them in order, and to establish policies.
Hisinstruction to Timothy concludes with the comments of chapter 6.

6:1. servants. slaves. In the Roman Empire, there were many slaves, some of whom became
Christians. Though Paul condemned the dlave trade and “men steders’ (1 Timothy 1:10), as a
principle, his counsel was for Christian daves to remain in whatever state they were called until
the Lord changed their status.

e 1 Corinthians 7:20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art
thou called being a servant? Care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 22
For hethat iscalled in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that
iscalled, being free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants
of men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein heis called, therein abide with God.

6:1. masters. Paul has in mind unbelieving masters, or slave owners.

6:1. be not blasphemed. Paul provides areason for slaves to learn to be content. They must not
Do anything that would be disrepute to the name of God. Rebellion, or running away, might
involve stealing, acts of physical violence, or worse. The story of Onesimus reveals some of the
concerns of runaway slaves (Philemon 1).

2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they
are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved,
partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.

6:2. despise. The temptation would arise for a slave who had a Christian master to despise, or
look down upon with contempt their master, because the slave knew that, in Christ, they are on
the same level with them. Christianity does reveal injustices for it is the most mora of al
religions. But Paul does not advocate socia revolution. Therefore, the slaves are to “do them
service'.

6:2. because. A reason is given as to why slaves should honor their Christian masters. Paul
appeals to the mind of the slaves, and does not exploit their emotions. Paul notes the divine
perspective of the Christian masters.
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Concerning Christian Slave Owners

e Christian dave masters are said to be faithful.
e Christian dave masters are said to be beloved of God.

e Christian slave masters are said to be partakers of the benefits of the redemptive work of
Christ.

Special Note.

Paul’s high regard for Christian slave owners seems surprising, and impossible, until it is
realized that slave owners have obligations to those whom God has entrusted to their care. Of
course, every godly slave owner should want to change the status of their slaves, and change
society, but it takes time. Heart work takes time. Social change takes time, and it takes matters
being done decently, and in order. If there is to be revolution, let it be because of the rise of
Christian principles affecting and changing lives.

6:2. These things teach and exhort. Timothy was to teach these guiding principles, and then he
was to exhort them to be honored by the slaves.

Instruction
Regarding False Teachers

3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to
godliness,

6:3. If any man. In context, Paul is referring to the false teachers. In 1 Timothy 1, Paul spoke
against the thoughts of the false teachers, but here he stresses their character, conduct, and why
they say what they do.

6:3. wholesome. healthy. Truth is needed for spiritual health, even the words from the Lord
Jesus, through His apostles. Bible doctrine must be apostolic doctrine. Bible doctrine must never
contradict the words that are of our Lord Jesus Christ.

6:3 according to godliness. Truth, that is of God, will result in a standard of godliness. Christian
teaching is teaching that will result in godly living. A Christian may do wrong, but a true
Christian will never justify that which is contrary to the known will of the Lord. The heart must
never cal right what God calls wrong.

“Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord,;
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word.
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak,
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.
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Take timeto be holy, the world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;
Thy friendsin thy conduct His likeness shall see.

Take timeto be holy, let Him be thy Guide;
And run not before Him, whatever betide.
In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord,
And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word.

Take timeto be holy, be calm in thy soul,
Each thought and each motive beneath His control.
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.”

William D. Longstaff, 1882

4 Heis proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words,
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

6:4. Heis proud. Often, the companion of conceit isignorance. Doctrine is dismissed.

6:4. doting. speaking foolishly. There are some who have a morbid desire to engage in
controversial subjects, and to debate specific words.

6:4. evil surmissings. evil thoughts. Every thought is to be brought captive to Christ. 2
Corinthians 10: 3 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

6:5. disputings. arguments.
Four Results of Foolish Arguments

Envy

Strife

Railings

Evil Surmising (Thoughts)
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Three Reasons for Foolish Arguments

e Theminds of some are corrupt.
e Theminds of some are destitute of the truth.
e Theminds of some are falsely convinced that “gain is godliness’.

6:5. gain is godliness. It is not right to ask for pay for one’'s ministry. It is not right to ask money
for one s-self. Beware of those who ask for pay for preaching the Word of God. Pope Leo X
said, “Since God has given us the papacy, let us enjoy it.” Then, he squandered the wealth of
Rome, believing he was entitled to the treasury of God's people. His avaricious behavior led to
the selling of indulgence, against which Luther railed, and out of which came the Protestant
Reformation.

6:5. from such withdraw thyself. These words are not found in the Greek text, though they do
provide a reasonable suggestion for consideration. In addition, these words are found in the text
of 2 Timothy 3:5, where Paul writes, “from such turn away”, and so the scriptural principle is
sound.

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

6:6. with contentment. with satisfaction.
TheBasisfor Christian Contentment

Peace with God through the sacrifice of Christ.

The joy of savation.

Submission to the sovereignty of God.

The assurance of everlasting life.

The joy of having become one of the saints.

The knowledge that God isworking all things together for good.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out.

6:7. For. Paul provides a practical reason why every Christian should learn godly contentment.
The apostle notes that we brought nothing into this world, and we will carry nothing out of it.

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.
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6:8. let us be therewith content.

“Hethat is down needs fear no fall;
Hethat islow, no pride;
He that is humble, ever shall
Have God to be his guide.

| am content with what | have,
Little beit, or much;
And, Lord, contentment still | crave,
Because Thou savest such.”

John Bunyan

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

6:9. But they that will be rich. The desire for money will lead individuals into unnecessary
temptation, and beyond that, a snare. Those who will not cease from sin, discover they cannot
cease from sinning. The end of this madness is destruction and perdition. The curse of many
ministries is the lust, intense desire for money, leading to an over extension of buildings and
budgets.

6:9. perdition. (Gk. apoleia) ruin or loss (physical, spiritual, or eternal).

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

6:10. the root. aroot.

Three Downward Stepsto Destruction

e Step One. Temptation
e Step Two. Lust
e Step Three. Ruin

6:10. they have erred. To whom is Paul referring?

He may have been referring to the fal se teachers who loved money.

He may have been referring to the rich man of our Lord’s parable, and Lazarus.
He may have been referring to Ananias and Sapphira.

He may have been referring to Judas.
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11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

6:10. flee these things. avoid the love of money.
Six Godly Pursuits

Righteousness
Godliness
Faith

Love

Patience
Meekness

6:10. meekness. gentleness.

6:11. O man of God. This title, in the Old Testament, was a title of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings
1:11, 13).

First Charge

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eterna life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

6:12. lay hold on eternal life. According to tradition, Timothy was clubbed to death. He was
patient. He was meek. He was faithful to the end. He fought the good fight of faith. He laid hold
on eternal life, which isthe gift of God, through Jesus Christ the Lord (Ephesians 2:8).

ThreeF's
e Flee
e Follow
e Fight

6:12 thou art also caled. The state of being numbered among the elect necessitates a holy
standing in the outworking of personal sanctification.

Four Parting Exhortations

Flee these things.

Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, and meekness.
Fight the good fight of faith.

Lay hold on eternd life.




Second Charge

13 | give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth al things, and before
Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

| 6:13. quickeneth. giveslife.

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

6:14. keep this commandment. What commandment? In context, the reference is to al the
instructions Paul has been given. The can be summed up on one command, actualy, the
command given by Christ Himself.

e John 13:34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved
you, that ye also love one another.

6:14. unrebukable. without fault.

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords;

6:15. he shall shew. Heis God the Father.

e God the Father is called the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
e Godthe Soniscalled the King of kings, and Lord of Lords.  Revelation 17:14; 19:16

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power
everlasting. Amen.

6:16. immortality. Gk. athanasia. deathlessness.

6:16. which no man can approach. God is inscrutable. He is incomprehensible. When Moses
asked God to show him God's glory, the Lord answered, “ And he said, Thou canst not see my
face: for there shall no man see me, and live” (Exodus 33:18).

We can know God, but we cannot know God fully. God is known by us. We know Him. We
know Jesus. We know the Spirit. But throughout all eternity we shall learn more about Him who
dwellsin ahouse of light.
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When the first disciples of Jesus asked Him, “Where dwellest thou”, Jesus could have said, “I
dwell in the light which no man can approach unto”, but instead, in the days of His humiliation,
the Lord said, “Come and see. And they came and saw where He dwelt and abode with him”
(John 1:38-39). If we were to ask the ascended Christ, “Where dwest Thou”, He will again say,
“Come and see”, but thistime, He will take usto heaven nearer to the glory of God.

TheThird Charge

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust
In uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth usrichly al things to enjoy;

| 6:17. high-minded. haughty.

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing
to communicate

6:18. willing to communicate. willing to give to the poor.

6:18. rich in good works. The real use of wealth is to do good works, distribute to others, willing
to share.

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come,
that they may lay hold on eternal life.

6:19. lay hold on eternal life. In verse 12, and now in verse 19, Paul uses this expression. Paul is
not suggesting that salvation can be earned, or deserved, obtained, and then lost. What Paul
wants is for every Christian to have a perfect appropriation of that which we already have in
principle, in Christ. To lay hold of eternal life, is to enter into the full possession of this new
quality of life, which comes to every believer through a relationship with the Lord Jesus. Eterna
lifeis apresent possession.

e John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: 28 And | give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand.

In time, we have the gift of God, which is eternal life, and at death, or the trandation of the
Second Advent, we enter the full possession of it.

The Fourth Charge

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:
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6:20. committed to thy trust. i.e., aknowledge of the truth.
6:20. vain. empty.
6:20. Babblings. idle talking.

6:20. oppositions of science. erroneous arguments.

21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee.
Amen.

| 6:21. erred. deviated from the truth.




